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Annual Report Front Cover
Featured on our firont cover are three National Historic Sites, all located in the center of
oiir Town.
Chester Congregational Church
On the northwest comer is the Chester Congregational Church. This lovely building was
constructed in 1 773 and served as the site ofthe annual Town Meeting through 1 836.
Chester Village Cemetery
On the northeast comer is the Village Cemetery where more than two dozen
Revolutionary War veterans are buried, along with other American war veterans, and
notables such as the Bell and French families. Also, at this historic site are a number of
18th Century stone carvings by Abel and Stephen Webster.
Stevens Memorial Hall - named after George Washington Stevens in 1910
On the southwest comer, stands Stevens Memorial Hall erected in 1908-1910 for the
purpose of consolidatii^ town functions. It's unique stmcture is attributed to the work of
architect George Oilman Adams (1 850-1932) who was a proUfic designer oftown halls,
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This is to certify that the information contained in this report was compiled from our
official records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and belief
Michael A. Weider, Chairman
Stephen O. Landau, Vice Chairman
Jack Cannon, Selectman





of the Town of Chester
This report is dedicated to a neighbor, a friend of all, a volunteer who rarely says no, and
a true gentleman - a man of few words but ofmany good deeds. While he remains in the
background of community service and quietly goes about caring for his town, he is
indeed forefront in our minds as a strong foundation of our community. Darrell F. Quinn
is a Trustee of Great Hill Cemetery, a former member of our Volunteer Fire Department,
our non-paid Public Health Officer, and a general Jack-of-all-Trades. We wish to thank
him for his past, continued, and future services.
Darrell, in appreciation and recognition ofallyou dofor the townspeople
andfor the Town ofChester, we dedicate this year's Annual Report to you!
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As Freedom is a Breakfastfood
by E. E. Cummings
As freedom is a breakfastfood
or truth can live with right and wrong
or molehills are from mountains made
—long enough and just so long
will being pay the rent of seem
and genius please the talentgang
and water most encourage flame
as hatracks into peachtrees grow
or hopes dance best on bald men's hair
and every fmger is a toe
and any courage is a fear
—long enough and just so long
will the impure think all things pure
and hornets wail by children stung
or as the seeing are the blind
and robins never welcome spring
nor flatfolk prove their world is round
nor dingsters die at break of doing
and common's rare and millstones float
—long enough and just so long
worms are the words but joy's the voice
down shall go which and up come who
breasts will be breasts thighs will be thighs
deeds cannot dream what dreams can do
—time is a tree (this life one leaf)
but love is the sky and i am for you
just so long and long enough
June 30, 1960 -
December 9, 2006
Patty Hicks was a member of Tree
City USA for the Town of Chester
and a lifelong resident of Chester.
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The Town of Chester election for officers and zomng amendments was held on Tuesday,
May 8th, 2007. The election was held at the Chester Muhi-Purpose Room. The polls were
opened at 8:00am. Moderator Michael Scott officially closed the polls at 7:00pm.
Article #1. To choose the necessary Town Officials for the ensuing year.
The results of the election were as follows:
Board of Selectmen for 3 years:
(Vote for not more than 1
)
James W. Hassam - 668
Board of Selectmen for 2 years:
(Vote for not more than 1
Geoffrey Bamett - 258
Mark A. Harris - 569
Road Agent for 2 years:
(Vote for not more than 1)
Robert Brown - 438
Michael J. Oleson - 453
Mr. Brown requested a recount. This was conducted on Tuesday, May 15 , 2007 at
10:00am by Town Clerk Barbara Gagnon, supervised by one (1) member of the Board of
Selectmen and one (1) Moderator, with the pubhc welcome to attend. The results were
identical to the original count. Mr. Oleson's election as Road Agent was confumed.
Budget Committee Member for 3 years:
(Vote for not more than 1
)
John A. Garyey - 680
Great Hill Cemetery Trustee
(Vote for not more than 1
Joarme S. Millsaps - 770
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Library Trustee for 3 years:
(Vote for not more than 1)
Linda Heuer - 742
Trustee of Trust Funds for 3 years:
(Vote for not more than 1)
Linda ElHott received 9 (nine) write-in votes; however, she is ah-eady a Trustee of the
Trust Funds. There were other write-ins with similar numbers of Votes. Moderator Scott
will contact these citizens and whoever wants the position will be elected.
Wilcomb Townsend Home Trust Trustee for 5 years:
(Vote for not more than 1)
Lisa A. Oleson - 704
Wilcomb Townsend Home Trust Trustee for 2 years:
(Vote for not more than 1)
Genevieve Rowell - 731
School
School District Moderator for 1 year:
(Vote for not more than 1)
Kevin C. Scott - 712
At this pomt Moderator Michael Scott turned control of the meetmg over to School
Moderator Kevin Scott, who then opened the School portion of the meeting.
School Board Member for 3 years:
(Vote for not more than 2)
Jane E. Grimm - 598
Valerie A. Weider - 532
School District Clerk for 1 year:
(Vote for not more than 1)
Robert S. Grimm - 698
12
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School Treasurer for 1 year:
(Vote for not more than 1)
Emily E. Haswell - 712
School Moderator Kevin Scott closed the School portion of the meeting.
Moderator Michael Scott resumed control of the Meeting.
Article #2. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # 1 as proposed by the
Plaiming Board to amend the zoning ordinance as follows?
Purpose: To consolidate and improve the existing cluster zoning Article 6 and 7. These
improvements include reducing the number of dwelling units allowed, changes to the
requirements for defining and preservmg high quality open space and changes to buffer
requirements while allowing for more flexible implementation of the Article. Another
change is to replace "low and very low income" housing as the basis for the incentive
system with "affordable" housing. Development under this Article will continue to be
voluntary.
Amend: By deleting m then- entirety Article 6 - Cluster Development and Article 7 -
Incentive System for Low-Moderate Income Cluster Housing and replace with the new
Article 6 - Open Space Subdivision.
Purpose: To add terms relating to Open Space Subdivision.
Amend: By adding terms to Article 2 - Definitions that are related to Open Space
Subdivision.
Purpose: To accommodate terms relating to Open Space Subdivision.
Amend: Change certain terms in Section 5.3.2 Permitted Uses to accommodate terms
relating to Open Space Subdivision.
Purpose: To accommodate changes relating to Open Space Subdivision.
Amend: Table 1 by changing and/or deleting certain terms, distances, area or Article.
Yes 528 / No 285 Article #2 carries.
Article #3. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # 2 as proposed by the
Planning Board to amend the zoning ordinance as follows?
Purpose: This amendment adds New Hampshire state definitions and references to terms
that currently exist in the Wetland Conservation District Ordinance.
13
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Amend: Section 5.7 Wetland Conservation District by adding definitions to 5.7.2
Definitions and references that are used throughout the town zoning ordinance and
regulations into the following Subsections 5.7.1 Purpose and Authority . 5.7.4 Permitted
Uses relocating Building Setbacks to a new Subsection 5.7.5.4 and adding a Subsection
5.7.9 Buffers and Setbacks .
Yes 502 / No 322 Article #3 carries.
Article #4. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # 3 as proposed by the
Planning Board to amend the zoning ordinance as follows?
Amend: Amendments are proposed throughout the ordinance to correct typo errors, update
statutory references and change the numbering and cross referencing of sections as
required by other amendments.
Yes 625 / No 173 Article #4 carries.
Article #5. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # 4 as proposed by Petition
to amend the zoning ordinance as follows?
Are you in favor of the repeal of "Table 2, Setbacks, No Cut and No Clearing Zones" and
any reference thereto fi-om the Chester Zoning Ordinance?
This proposed ordinance repeal was initiated by a voter petition in accordance with the
provisions ofRSA 675:4.
The Planning Board does not approve the proposed repeal of this ordinance.
Yes 313 / No 518 Article #5 faUs.
Article #6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, and Committees of Officers
heretofore chosen and pass any vote relating thereto.
Selectman Landau informed the Town that some copies of the Annual Report had been
misprinted, with both pages 58 and 70 being the Road Agent's report. Page 58 should
have been the Road Naming Committee's report. Anyone who received a misprinted copy
could pick up a new copy at the back of the room.
Moderator Michael Scott asked if there were any reports to be read.
As none were forthcoming, no vote was needed on the article and the Meeting moved
ahead.
14
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At this point Budget Committee Chair Rhonda Lamphere moved that Article #10 be taken
out of order; to wit, to come between Articles #6 and #7. The request to take the article
out of order was made because passage of this particular article might necessitate a change
in the Budget, which is Article #7. Budget Committee Member Colin Costiae seconded
the motion; it was carried by voice vote.
Article #10. Fulltime Career Firefighter/EMT
To see if the Town of Chester will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty one
thousand three himdred twenty three dollars ($21,323) for the purpose of hiring a ftilltime
career firefighter/EMT. (Petitioned Warrant Article.)
(Tax Impact 0.04 cents)
(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee does not recommend)
A petition was received with the required five signatures to have this article decided by a
paper ballot.
Article #10 was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Budget Committee Member Chris Hadik stated that he had statistics in hand that addressed
the increase in firefighter calls in Chester as well as Chester's population growth. He
stated that the number of calls received in 2006 was 402, which is an increase in call
volume over the past six (6) years of approximately 65%. However, the increase to the
budget requested by this article is 623%. He queried whether the Town needed or wanted
that type of increase.
Fire Captain Mike Willinsky moved to amend Article #10 to read as follows:
To see if the Town of Chester will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of twenty one
thousand, three hundred twenty three dollars ($21,323) for the purpose of converting a
currently-existing part-timefirefighter position into a fiilltime career firefighter/EMT.
The amendment was seconded.
Fire Chief Rich Antoine stated that he supported the article. His department has a need for
a second full-time fu-efighter/EMT. Their fu-st full-timer was hired in 2004, when there
were 293 calls. He stated that the Town had voted to hire another full-time firefighter at
last year's meeting pending the receipt of a grant; however, that grant had not been
received and the person had not been hired.
Budget Committee Member Costine stated that he had 34 years of experience with the
15
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Chester Fire Department. The number of volunteer firefighters who are in town during the
day has decreased over the years. He reahzes that adding personnel to a department is a
big initial jump in the budget, but subsequent increase percentages would be less. The
Department used to be completely volunteer; currently 1.5 people are paid.
Budget Committee Chair Lamphere pointed out the large jump in the budget when going
from a part-time position to a ftill-time position is largely based on the costs of health
insurance.
Mark Monroe identified himself as a professional firefighter with Massport Fire & Rescue.
He stated that there is simply not enough manpower in most New Hampshire fire
departments. OSHA rules state that there must be two persons inside and two outside at
each fire event. He also stated that in his opinion, the equipment assigned to Chester
firefighters does not meet standards.
Budget Committee Chair Lamphere requested that all persons who wish to speak restrict
themselves to speaking only to the Amendment at this time.
Budget Committee Vice-Chair Tom LaPorte stated that he was in favor of the article, but
wondered if the extra daytime coverage could be met by having two part-timers rather than
one fiill-timer.
State Representative Gene Charron pointed out that this article was about public safety.
He expressed his disturbance about the state of the firefighters' equipment. He strongly
recommends the passage of this article.
Sandy Clark stated that she had her house thanks to the all-volunteer Chester fire
department, and supports the article.
Board of Selectmen Chair Michael Weider stated that the bottom line was that passage of
this article would allow Chester's residents to have a second firefighter available at all
times.
The question was called as to the amendment; the voice vote was in the affirmative. The
amendment to Article #29 carries.
The question was called as to the article as amended; a paper ballot was used.
Yes 106 / No 55 Article #10 carries.
Article #7. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of Three Million, Two
Hundred Eighty-Eight Thousand, One Hundred Eighty Dollars ($3,288,180) for the
support of the Town government for the payment of salaries and for the payment of
statutory obligations of the Town. This Article does not include appropriations voted in
other Warrant Articles.
16
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(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee recommends)
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Budget Committee Vice-Chair LaPorte stated that the object was to allow for more
management and accoimtability. He stated that the Road Agent should be allowed to
charge for a process such as bid solicitation, as overall it saves the town money.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that the Town was trying to avoid paying a truck
rate for administrative work. It helps with the audit trail.
Sandy Clark stated that Planning Board Administrative Assistant used to do the Road
Agent's administrative work; then the Board of Selectmen's AA did it. She is suspicious
as to why the Road Agent's budget was increased and then Mr. Brown did not retain his
position.
Mr. Brovra stated that last year $85,000 was removed from his budget and put into a trust;
this year another $30,000 was removed.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that the expendable trust monies referred to by
Mr. Brown are to be used only for winter maintenance, and are not available to the Road
Agent nor the Board of Selectmen for any other purpose.
Andrew Hadik stated that he knew the Budget Committee and Board of Selectmen had
gone over the budget with a fine toothed comb, and that he was opposed to the
amendment. He asked that the question be called.
The question was called as to the third amendment; the voice vote was in the negative.
The third amendment to Article #10 fails.
Kevin Scott asked why the work in last year's Warrant Article #17 had not been
performed; to wit, , $88,000 for asphalting, shimming and applying the finish coat of East
Deny Road, Hanson Road and Wells Village Road.
Mr. Brown stated that by the time he had gotten estimates, the scope of work had changed,
driving the cost up beyond what monies had been raised appropriated. He stated that that
money remained unspent.
The question was called as to the article as amended; the voice vote was in the affmnative.
Article #10 carries.
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Article #8. New Hampshire Climate Change Resolution
To see if the Town will go on record in support of effective actions by the President and
the Congress to address the issue of climate change which is increasingly harmful to the
environment and economy ofNew Hampshire and to the future well being of the people of
Chester.
These actions include:
1. Establishment of a national program requiring reductions of U.S. greenhouse gas
emissions while protecting the U.S. economy.
2. Creation of a major national research initiative to foster rapid development of
sustainable energy technologies thereby stimulating new jobs and investment.
In addition, the Town of Chester encourages New Hampshire citizens to work for emission
reductions within their communities, and we ask our Selectmen to consider the
appointment of a voluntary energy committee to recommend local steps to save energy and
reduce emissions.
The record of the vote on this Article shall be transmitted to the New Hampshire
Congressional Delegation, to the President of the United States, and to declared candidates
for those offices. (Petitioned Warrant Article.)
(No Tax Impact)
Article #8 was moved to the floor and seconded.
Camilla Lockwood stated that she had signed this petition and was in favor of climate
change discussions.
The question was called; the voice vote was in the affirmative. Article #8 carries.
Article #9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Nineteen
Thousand Three Hundred and Forty Dollars ($19,340) for the purpose of purchasing
supplies and installing emergency house numbers to update the Town's Enhanced 911
system in accordance with the Town of Chester Master Plan. (Petitioned Warrant Article.)
(Tax Impact 0.04 cents)
(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee does not recommend)
A petition was received with the required five signatures to have this article decided by a
paper ballot.
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Article #9 was moved to the floor and seconded.
John Coleman stated that the last time emergency house numbers were installed was 1983.
Time has obliterated many of these numbers. The Town will need 1500 posts, 250
numbers, and hardware. The labor has been volunteered, which will reduce the money
needed from $19,340 to $13,900. This is sunply a matter of public safety. The Fire
Department has answered 198 calls so far this calendar year; that is an average of 1.75
calls a day, and there is a good chance that the Fire Department or Police department will
need to fmd your house some day.
Selectman Landau moved to amend Article #9 to reduce the amount requested from
$19,340 to $13,900, as the labor to install these posts and numbers will be performed gratis
by one particular Town Resident and other volunteers. He estimates the breakdown to be
as follows:
Numbers
Town Election &Meeting Minutes - May 8th & 9th, 2007- Page 12 of22
perform this work. Selectman Landau obliged.
Budget Committee Member Costine stated that he was a strong believer in the need for
these numbers, but he believes that emergency numbers should be the residents'
responsibility. He has maintained his own numbers. He believes that the Board of
Selectmen could instruct the Building Inspector to put out a mailing, informing all
residents to put up their own numbers.
John Coleman stated that he does not believe that all residents will take care of installing
or maintaining their own numbers. He himself has not done so. He also believes that the
consistency afforded by having all the same equipment and installer will make the numbers
easier to spot in an emergency.
The question was called as to the amendment; the voice vote was in the affirmative. The
amendment to Article # 9 carries.
The question was called as to the Article; a paper ballot was used.
Yesll2/No51/SpoUed2 Article #9 carries.
At this point in the meeting, Moderator Michael Scott called for a 15 minute break.
The Board of Selectmen then took control of the meeting in order to present this year's
awards.
Outstanding Employee: Lloyd Healey
Volunteer of the Year: Linda Royce
Town Clerk Barbara Gagnon was recognized for her 30 years of service to the Town of
Chester.
At the conclusion of this section. Moderator Michael Scott took control of the Meetmg.
Article #11. Mosquito Trapping
To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable trust fund under the provisions of
RSA 31: 19-a, to be known as the Mosquito Abatement Fund, for the purpose of the
development of a Mosquito Abatement Plan to submit to the State and for the trapping of
mosquitoes that carry mosquito-borne viruses including Triple E and West Nile Virus and
further to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars, ($20,000) to be
placed in this fund, and to appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend this fund.
(Tax Impact 0.04 cents)
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(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee recommends)
Article #1 1 was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that these monies were to develop a Mosquito
Abatement Plan and submit it to the State. Mosquitoes would be trapped and identified
and a plan to handle them in the ftiture would be developed. No spraying would be
performed this year.
The question was called. The voice vote was in the affirmative; so moved.
Article #11 carries.
Article #12. Municipal Complex Maintenance
To see if the Tovm will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Himdred Thousand
Dollars ($100,000) to replace the furnace and boilers in the Municipal Complex and to
repair the roof access.
(Tax Impact 0.18 cents)
(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee does not recommend)
Article #12 was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Selectman Landau stated that there was no way to reduce this price. The Multi-Purpose
Room fijmace is no longer suitable for its application. By design, it heats external air and
expends carbon monoxide. It's 22 years old; the controls are out of date; it needs weekly
repair. The plan is to replace it with a propane unit that reheats internal air, costing
approximately $69,000.
Roof access needs to be repaired.
There are four (4) oil-fired boilers in the main part of the building that might last another
five (5) years at most. Oil tanks have been brought up to code and the chimney has been
repaired. The plan is to replace them with two gas-fired boilers that would cost
approximately $30,000 and provide 25-35 years of service.
Budget Committee Member Costine stated that he was on the Board of Selectmen when
the Town took the building over from the School. He is quite familiar with the building
and the MPR heating system, and gave a brief history of same. He stated that the MPR
fiamace is grandfathered and the original installer is willing to service it. The remaining
four boilers have been upgraded relatively recently. With the improved insulation in the
building currently, 2 of the 4 boilers can heat the building, so there is no need to replace
23
Town Election &Meeting Minutes - May 8th & 9th, 2007- Page 14 of22
any of them now.
State Representative Charron stated his opinion that repairing any of the above equipment
equated to "band-aids, gauze, bubblegum". He beheves that it's time to spend the money.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that he finds it necessary to start the MPR unit
early each Saturday morning in the winter, as it always shuts down. The boilers are
wearing out. New boilers have improvements that will lengthen their lives.
The question was called. The voice vote was in the affmnative; so moved.
Article #12 carries.
At this point, a motion was made that Article #13 be taken out of order; to wit, to come
between Articles #21 and #22, due to the size of the request in this Article. It was
suggested that any funds left over of the 10% rule could be put into a capital reserve fund
for the dam work.
The motion to move the Article was seconded; it was carried by voice vote. Moderator
Scott moved on to Article #14.
Article #14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Eleven
Thousand, Nine Hundred Dollars ($11,900) to install a 2-yard plastics compactor at the
Transfer Station for the purpose of reducing the facility's operating expenses. Furthermore,
the Selectmen are authorized to apply for a grant for reimbursement for portion of this
expense. Failure to obtain grant funding, however, will not cancel this Article.
(Tax Impact 0.03 cents)
(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee recommends)
Article #14 was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Andrew Hadik stated that currently plastics are not being crushed, so a 40-yard contamer
only holds about 1,650 pounds of plastics. He calculates that this compactor will pay for
itself in 2.7 years if the grant is received; longer if the grant is reduced or denied.
The question was called. The voice vote was in the affmnative; so moved. Article #14
carries.
Article #15. EPA/Beede Waste Oil Superfund Site Settlement.
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To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifteen Thousand Dollars
($15,000) for the purpose of settlement of potential Uability for the cleanup of the Beede
Waste Oil Superfund Site with the United States Environmental Protection Agency.
(Tax Impact 0.03 cents)
(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee recommends)
Article #15 was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that this settlement was previously agreed to by
the Board of Selectmen, but that the EPA never followed up on it. He is not sure that the
cost will be this much.
Andrew Hadik urged the Town to approve this Warrant Article. He stated that when the
EPA is involved, normal rule of law does not apply. The Town sent waste oil to the Beede
site in the 80's; the EPA is giving the Town the option to opt out of liability now. It will
surely cost more to do so later.
The question was called. The voice vote was in the affirmative; so moved. Article #15
carries.
At this point, a motion was made that Article #17 be taken out of order; to wit, to come
between Articles #15 and #16. The motion was seconded; it was carried by voice vote.
Moderator Scott moved on to Article #17.
Article #17. Stevens Memorial Hall Repair & Mamtenance - Interior of Building
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars
($50,000) for repairs and maintenance for the interior of Stevens Memorial Hall.
(Tax Impact 0.09 cents)
(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee does not recommend)
Selectman Jack Cannon moved that this Article be tabled and that the work on Stevens
Hall be done in steps. The motion was seconded. The voice vote was in the affirmative; so
moved. Article #17 is tabled.
Article #16. Stevens Memorial Hall Repair & Maintenance - Exterior of Building
25
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To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars
($50,000) for repairs and maintenance for the exterior Stevens Memorial Hall.
(Tax Impact 0.09 Cents)
(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee recommends)
Article #16 was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Selectman Cannon stated that the Board of Selectmen has received quite a bit of feedback
about the condition of the Town's older buildings. Stevens Hall is a very important
building to Chester. It needs to be painted, to have gutters installed, and to have the
hazardous front entry repaired. Ln 2009, two years from now, the Town will celebrate
Stevens Hall's lOO''' anniversary.
State Representative Charron asked if the Town could look forward to having the interior
repair work done next year.
Selectman Landau stated that there is some maintenance money available for that purpose,
but that next year monies will be requested for specific jobs.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that the Board of Selectmen is looking at a
Capital Improvement Plan with the Planning Board, as they do not wish to continue to
raise and appropriate on a yearly basis.
The question was called. The voice vote was in the affirmative; so moved. Article #16
carries.
Article #18. To see if the Town of Chester will vote to authorize the Chester
Conservation Commission to utihze Town Forest funds for timber management, habitat




(Budget Committee does not recommend)
Article #18 was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Chuck Myette identified himself as chair of the Chester Conservation Commission. He
explained that the Town Forest Fund had been established in 1983. There was about
$9,000 in the fund until a few years ago, when funds from timber cutting began to be
26
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added. Currently there is approximately $20,000 in the fund. The Conservation
Commission would like to clearly identify for what activities the funds can be used.
Budget Committee Chair Lamphere stated that the Budget Committee did not recommend
passage of this Article as town Counsel had recommended that all fund movement go
through the Board of Selectmen.
Greg Lowell identified himself as a member of the Conservation Commission. He
reiterated that the Commission was just seeking clarity.
Conservation Commission Member Andrew Jeans stated that passage of this Article would
not change how the funds are handled; the Tovra had previously approved that process.
Mr. Myette asked Budget Committee Chair Rhonda Lamphere to clarify her statement.
Budget Committee Chair Lamphere deferred to the Board of Selectmen or Town Counsel.
Gordon Green, Town Counsel, stated that the Tovra had created the fimd, and that monies
come from revenue generated by the Tovm Forest. The Warrant Article did not specify
how much money should be used, and how it should be used. There is already a line item
in the budget.
Mr. Myette stated that he was confused by this reference, as the Town Budget and the
Town Forest Funds are two totally separate items.
Attorney Green stated that any expenditure the Tovra makes must be appropriated and
specified in the Warrant Article.
Mr. Lowell reiterated that these funds were in a totally separate account from funds in the
Tovra Budget. He stated that the Commission was not planning on spending any money at
this time, but they would like it clarified what they could spend it on.
Camilla Lockwood stated her impression that the Commission was not planning on
spending any money at this particular time.
Budget Committee Member Costine asked that the Commission just come up with a figure
and amend the Article; Mr. Myette suggested $1. The Article was amended to read as
follows:
To see if the Town of Chester will vote to authorize the Chester Conservation Commission
to utilize Town Forest funds for timber management, habitat management, easement
monitoring and trails creation and management on Town-owned properties, and raise and
appropriate the sum ofone dollar ($l)for that purpose.
Budget Committee Chair Lamphere stated that this was not comparable to the Town
Budget Line Items, and asked if the Commission was now limiting themselves to only
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spending one dollar. She also asked if they said, for example, $9,000, and that wasn't
spent, if those excess monies would need to be given to the general fund.
The question was called as to the amendment; the voice vote was inconclusive. A show of
hands was requested and counted; the hand vote was in the affirmative. The amendment to
Article #18 carries.
Budget Committee Member Chris Hadik wanted to confirm that adding a dollar figure to
this article would ensure that, if carried, the clarification had gone through. Attorney
Green confirmed that that was indeed the case.
Mr. Myette stated that the Commission wished to create easement documents. He
estimated the necessary cost to be $3,000, and moved to amend the amended Article to
read as follows:
To see if the Town of Chester will vote to authorize the Chester Conservation Commission
to utilize Town Forest fimds for timber management, habitat management, easement
monitoring and trails creation and management on Town-owned properties, and raise and
appropriate the sum ofthree thousand dollars ($3,000)for that purpose.
The motion was seconded.
Andrew Hadik stated that he supports this amendment, and that it does not cost the Town
anything.
Mr. Lowell asked if this $3,000 figure would be considered part of the 10% rule. Attorney
Green stated that it would.
Board of Selectmen Chan Weider confirmed that any monies not recommended by the
Budget Committee would fall under the 10% rule.
Tne question was called as to the second amendment; the voice vote was in the affirmative.
The second amendment to Article #18 carries.
The question was called as to the Article as amended; the voice vote was in the
affirmative. Article #18 carries.
Article #19. To see if the people of the Town of Chester will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to increase the Town Forest to include the so-called "Herrick wood" off
Parsonage Lane, map 4, lot 62 and the so-called "Hatton Property" offNorton Road, map 7
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(Budget Committee recommends)
The article was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Chuck Myette stated that both Herrick Wood and the Hatton Property had been donated to
the Town to be used as timber property.
The question was called; the voice vote was in the affirmative. Article #19 carries.
Article #20. Spring Hill Farm Maintenance and Repairs
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Nine Thousand ($9,000)
for the purpose of maintenance and repairs of Spring Hill Farm.
(Tax Impact 0.02 cents)
(Selectmen do not recommend)
(Budget Committee recommends)
The article was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Budget Committee Vice-Chair LaPorte stated that Miss Church, the farm's donor, did not
want the farm to be an economic burden to the Town. There is $50,000 in private trust
funds available to be used for this purpose. He believes that Miss Church's intentions
should override those of the trustees.
Chuck Myette stated that the Farm is town owned property, and that there is an operational
side vs. a building/maintenance side. The operational side still exists and is paid out of
revenue and the trust; the building/maintenance side consists ofjobs such as painting, step
repairs, and materials to maintain the building. This article is meant to address that side of
the equation.
The question was called; the voice vote was in the affirmative. Article #20 carries.
Article #21. Backhoe Purchase
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum not to exceed Thirty Thousand
($30,000) for the purchase of a backhoe in lieu of the Town's continued leasing of a
backhoe.
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Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that the town has been leasing a backhoe for
many years.
Bob Packard stated that a subcompact tractor with backhoe attachment costs
approximately $23,000, and asked what sort of backhoe the Town would be gettmg for
$30,000. He was concerned that the backhoe would not receive proper maintenance.
Board of Selectmen Chah Weider replied that it was a used backhoe m good condition
with approximately 1900 hours. A contractor is currently liquidating his equipment.
John Coleman asked for the new Road Agent's opinion.
Michael Oleson stated that he was in favor of the article. A building would be needed to
house it, but the Town would save money by putting a Town Employee m the backhoe.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that there are maintenance funds in the budget for
equipment maintenance.
The question was called; the voice vote was in the affirmative. Article #21 carries.
Article #13. Wason Pond Dam Reconstruction & Repair
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the simi of Two Hundred Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($250,000) to repair and to reconstruct the Wason Pond Dam in order to
satisfy the requhements identified by the Dam Safety Engineer of the State of New
Hampshire, Department of Envhonmental Services.
(Tax Impact 0.45 cents)
(Selectmen recommend)
(Budget Committee does not recommend)
Article #13 was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
After some calculations, Selectman Landau reported that there was $118,278 left that
could possibly be raised and appropriated under the 10% rule. He moved to amend Article
#13 to read as follows:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Seventy Five Thousand
Dollars ($75,000) to repair and to reconstruct the Wason Pond Dam m order to satisfy the
requhements identified by the Dam Safety Engineer of the State of New Hampshire,
Department of Environmental Services.
The motion was seconded.
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Selectman Landau stated that he had been in touch with Dam Engineer Jeff Tucker at
Dubois & King. The original estimate for $250,000 was a maximum that might be
necessary. The dam is over 75 years old and will never meet modem criteria. A repair
plan needs to be developed. A base plan should cost between $15,000 and $20,000. The
minimum figure given by Dubois & King today is $190,000. $75,000 will cover the
finished/completed engineering plan for the Department of Environmental Services (DES),
which will satisfy them for a year, and some repairs. The Tovra is still looking, with the
help of a professional diver, for the pipe that empties the pond. Next year more fonds may
be needed. If nothing is done, DES may ask the Tawa. to take out the dam and turn the
area into a swamp.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that the plan for the money consists of three parts:
• Emergency Repairs
• Create Plan & Minor Repairs •
• Finish Work
A petition was received with the required five signatures to have this article decided by a
paper ballot.
Selectman Landau thanked everyone who had come to aid and protect the Wason Pond
Dam.
Budget Committee Member Costine stated that the letter from DES was dated September
of 2006, but that the Budget Committee had never seen it before today.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider stated that the Engineers had been negotiating with
DES, and that the Board of Selectmen had been keeping the Budget Committee up to date
as best they could as soon as they had any information.
The question was called as to the amendment; the voice vote was in the affumative. The
amendment to Article #13 carries.
Budget Committee Chair Lamphere moved to amend Article #13 to add that a cost
estimate and scope of work must be received, and in writing. She would like the Budget
Committee to be able to review those items before monies are expended. The motion was
seconded.
The question was called as to the second amendment; the voice vote was in the affmnative.
The second amendment to Article #13 carries.
The question was called; a paper ballot was used.
Yes 63 / No 26 Article #13 carries.
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Article #22. To transact any other business that may legally come before the Town.
(Selectmen recommend)
The article was read, moved to the floor, and seconded.
Selectman Landau stated that he had received requests to move Town Meeting to Friday or
Saturday in the future to avoid work conflicts. He asked for a show of hands, which
appeared to be split approximately 50/50.
Budget Committee Member Costine stated that that had been tried once before, but it
turned out to be beautiftil weather and there were very few attendees at Town Meeting that
year.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider thanked departing Selectman Leroy Scott for his service
to the Town.
Board of Selectmen Chair Weider thanked the Townspeople for coming to this year's
Town Meeting.
Budget Committee Chair Lamphere stated that the Budget, as written, had increased 9%
over last year's budget. With the carried Warrant articles, the total budget is $3,638,271,
an increase of 16% over last year.
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting; the motion was seconded. The voice vote was




Barbara L. Gagnon, Town Clerk
Minutes taken by Debra H. Doda
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Selectmen's Report
It is our privilege to report this year's achievements and expressions of community spirit
realized in our Town. Firstly, we would like to thank all of our volunteers, committees,
employees, and citizens whose heartfelt commitments and caring contributed to the
betterment of our town. Secondly, we wish to acknowledge that each individual is
welcome to bring forth his/her talents and participate good-naturedly in our community-
building process. Our community, like all families, faces economic, structural, and other
challenges on a daily basis that will continue to require an atmosphere of our
townspeople coming together. Again, thank you to all who have helped shaped the Tovm
of Chester as a place where responsibiUty, thoughtfuhess, and reciprocity in caring is
common.
While we started the year with concerns about the Town's financial status, it was soon
determined that we are sound and have a significant fund balance in line with the
requirements of the Department of Revenue Administration. Our necessary property
reevaluation revealed few major discrepancies and subsequently, a limited number of
appeals. This allowed for monies that were set aside for appeals to be used to satisfy
requirements, such as the fiind balance as mentioned above.
Examples of the generosity of our townspeople were reaUzed in numerous gifts and
improvement projects that were completed by individuals, some of whom wish to remain
anonymous.
• A sparkling, new vehicle was kindly donated to our Fire Department and




Our Chester Seniors magnanimously donated a generator for use at the
Community Center in order to provide for short-term emergencies.
Recreation, through the arrangements of Karl Lennon, was the recipient of a
donation from Coca-Cola of a new basketball scoreboard in the Multi-purpose
Room.
Through Eagle Scout Projects, the Municipal Building was improved with a
lovely Granite Sign (pictured below) and the installation of a new, cement
walkway to the Multi-purpose Room.
Wason Pond Conservation and Recreation Area had several successful projects
including new bridges and restoration of buildings.
The Village Cemetery was enhanced by the placing of a flagpole with solar
lighting, a patio assembly area, and a bench in dedication of our long-devoted and
sorely missed Colonel Richardson D. Benton.
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Our townspeople generously gave to the Chester Historical Society in the form of
two Windsor chairs to be dedicated in the memory of our local historian, Evelyn
Noyes, who sadly was taken away from us this year.
Many of us attended a tribute to the Town by our well-known, artist-in-residence
Tammy Grimes and, again, we will miss her neighborly presence.
Through the concerns and appreciations of Chester residents who work for
companies such as Wahnart, we were able to honor our local servicemen and
women who are defendmg our liberties, freedoms, and national values.
We have been recognized nimierous times by our State, Mimicipal Organizations, and
even other communities in various forms.
• Our Transfer Station has won awards and grants from the New Hampshire
Resources Recovery Association. The-New-Hampshire-the-Beautifiil Grant was
awarded to the Transfer Station in the form of $2500.00 for a compactor. The
Department of Environmental Services, Used Oil, awarded us a $2500.00 Grant
for the purposes of rebuilding the Transfer Station's used oil storage faciUties.
• The Town of Chester was awarded a $10,000 Moose-Plate Grant from the NH
Department of Cultural Resources to replace the copper gutters at our historical
site, Stevens Memorial Hall.
• And finally, Hilary Hall, who last year was awarded the NH Local Government
Center's 17th Annual Volunteer Award, applied for and received a $2500.00
Seniors Wellness Initiative Grant.
We will continue, as is noted in our individual reports, to apply for and accept grants to
improve our quality of life and our community.
Traditionally at our Town Meetmg, we award dedicated, loyal employees with a symbol
of our gratefiil appreciation. Again, several will be receiving awards at our Town
Meeting this year.
In keeping up our structures, the slate roof at Stevens Memorial Hall was repau-ed.
Contracts have been let for new roof gutters, paintmg and design of a new front porch.
All of this is in preparation of celebrating the 100th anniversary of a precious gift to our
Town.
The Ruth Ray building, home of our Post Office, has had repairs to the chimney, an
installation of a chimney liner, and an oil tank replaced in accordance with
recommendations from our oil provider for fiiel oil deUvery. (This buildmg was named
in memory of Mrs. Ruth Ray who lived in the apartment above the post office and who
also donated the building for our library.) This work was done in order to continue the
Post Office use of this facility. Along with the Chester Congregational/Baptist Church,
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Stevens Memorial Hall, and the Ruth Ray Building comprise our unique center and grace
Chester's beauty, simplicity and charm.
At our last Town meeting, funding was established to replace or repair the heating
systems in the Municipal Complex (our former school). To date, the system in the Multi-
purpose Room has been replaced with an energy-efficient system. A considerable
savings has been noted akeady. Shortly, we will be going out to bid for the main boilers
to do the necessary work when the heating season is over. We should see an equal
savings with more efficient boilers and a system that requires less maintenance.
Our in-ground, 10,000-gallon oil tank has been inspected and a new alarm system
developed in order to comply with the Federal EPA and State DES standards. We also
had the Multi-Purpose Room certified as a Red Cross Shelter for use in times of disaster.
Our acquisition of the property known as Wason Pond Conservation/Recreation area
several years ago, has continued to provide us with challenges and many volunteers who
have answered the call. As previously stated, the Chester Seniors arranged for and gave a
generator to the Wason Pond Community Center on Rt. 102. Although this is not an
approved Red Cross Shelter for disaster, it is a place where citizens can congregate
during power outages and short-term problems that may beset us. Recently, it was
determined that the oil tank that services the community center had developed a leak.
This has been replaced and plans are moving forward to convert the old bathroom for
handicap accessibility.
In speaking of bathrooms, many of you may be aware that thieves and vandals did
damage to the old campground bathhouse on the other side of the pond. Our insurance
will be covering some of the damage to this cement block building. However, after
consideration of several different plans, we have decided that we can convert this
building to year-round use with little or no appropriations from the town budget and in
keeping with the provisions of our insurance settlements. This will enable additional use
of the property and will provide proper sanitation disposal.
After the floods of the last few years, the dam at Wason Pond suffered some damage.
The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services, Dam Bureau Division, rates
this dam as one of low liability, but still is concerned with the structural integrity of it and
the surrounding walls. They are requiring that this dam meet the State's specification of
one foot of "free board" about the surface of the dam and pond. We have worked with
DES Engineers and the Engineering firm of DuBois & King to come forth with two
satisfactory solutions. DuBois & King, who has represented the Town in other matters,
has several professionals that are experienced in designing and rebuilding dams. We
have contracted for plans that will be used for bidding purposes as well as Permit
Applications from the State. Both have assured us that we are moving in the right
direction so as to complete this project in a timely manner.
During the course of this year, several changes have been in our services. With the
resignation of the Building Inspector, the Board of Selectmen initially hired a consulting
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firm to supply the necessary services. One individual supplied to us, Bob Flanders, was a
huge help in both the hiring of a new building inspector and the appropriate duties. A
Committee was formed and, although the group would have liked to hire a full-time
building inspector, it was realized that a part-time person with the proper qualifications
would save tax dollars. The outcome:
We wish to welcome to our work force Tom Malley, a man with thirty (30) years of
experience, credentials from numerous states, and expertise in code enforcement, public
health, and conservation, as well as building inspection background. Tom will have
office hours that are conducive to the homeowner as well as making himself available for
builders and developers. We believe during these economic times, this will be sufficient
for the needs of Chester. As things change, the Board of Selectmen and the Inspector's
office will reevaluate the office needs of the Tovm.
The transition has also continued in the Assessor's office. Jean Packard has taken over
more of the responsibilities fi-om our paid consultants. She has continued to take classes,
and probably, many of you will see her driving throughout our tovm as she updates our
assessment information.
We will also see changes in Public Safety, both the Police and Fire Departments, as we
slowly transition to departments that can accommodate a resident population that does
not always work within the town.
Lest we forget, we must heartily thank and commend our Administrative Assistant, Pat
Martin, who has handled our affairs with cheerflihiess and dedication. She has applied
for numerous grants with success, handled welfare matters, reassembled our files and put
together this Tovra Report, as well as other important documents, to name just a few of
her duties. We hope that you all have the opportunity to interact with this lady who has
truly adopted our town.
Finally, we have strived to provide honest government for the least possible cost. The
betterment of our community happens through economic participation, public service,
volunteer work and other products of community spirit that we attempted to capture in
this report and throughout the Town Report. For your active citizenship and the
opportunity to serve our Town, we, the Selectmen, thank you.
The Chester Board of Selectmen
Michael A. Weider, Chairman




Pictured Right: Granite Sign
Eagle Scout Project of
Chris Pierson
(Photo Courtesy ofLinda Mansur)
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Town Clerk's Report
It's hard to believe that another year has come and gone. The office has been busy as the
Town continues to grow. This year my office has registered over six thousand cars and
collected over nine million dollars in property taxes.
With the computer system up and running as it should, most people did not have to stand
in line for hours to get their cars registered, as they did in the past when we fu-st got the
new State system, the only hold up was when the State did not have your information in
their system but as time goes by that is happening less frequently than before. Since the
State has not updated the Motor Vehicle system for over twenty-five years, 1 think it went
pretty well. The next new hurdle will be when the State has us using the new printers.
They are changing from a DOS printer to a laser printer and that may slow us down for a
short time again as they work out the bugs; but with your patience, we will get through
that also and that should be the last major change for a while.
I want to thank you for your kindness and patience during the year. It makes my job a lot
easier; and as I have always said, we have so many wonderfiil people in this Community;
and even though we are growing, I know that the people will always be as kind as they
are now. If anyone needs help with something, please call me and I will see what I can
do to help you.
Respectfully Submitted,
Barbara L. Gagnon, Tovra Clerk
Linda Mansur, Deputy
Office Hours: Mon, Wed, and Thurs. & Fri. 8:00am - 12:30pm
Tues. 8:00 - 12:00pm & 12:30 pm - 3:30pm
E-mail address: chester9@gsinet.net
•LIVE FREE OR DtE •
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Supervisors of the Checklist
The Supervisors of the Checklist have registered 278 new voters betw^een July 1, 2007
and mid February, 2008. We have also removed 71 voters who have moved bringing our
new total to 3,146 registered Chester voters.
Several times a year we hold sessions for the correction of the checklist. This is when we
register new voters and, at times designated by state law, we are able to make party
affiliation changes.
We post these dates at the Town Offices, the Post Office, in the Tri-Town Times, on the
Chester cable channel and on the Town Sign in fi-ont of Stevens Hall at the center of
Town. We hope to have this information on the Chester website soon.
Voters are also able to register to vote at the Town Clerk's Office during her office hours.
Please bring a birth certificate, passport, naturalization papers, etc. as proof of citizenship
and a driver's license, etc. as proof of residency.
If you need to contact the Supervisors of the Checklist, you can leave a voice message at
887-4344 or you can send an email to chestercs@gsinet.net. Please be patient waiting
for a response as the Supervisors work on an "as-needed basis" and do not keep regular
office hours.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped us make the registration and election
processes go smoothly again this year.




Pictured Right is the
new, fiberglassflagpole with
solar light situated on a new
patiofor ceremonial use at the
Village Cemetery and center of
Town, all installed as an
Eagle Scout Project by






The audit for the year 2006-2007 went well with minimal audit findings and no material
audit adjustments. The general fund ended the year with a surplus of $574,000 up fi-om
$186,000 the year before. Growth can be attributed to the Town's dedication to sound
fiscal administration.
The Finance Department has seen several changes over the year. Our Finance Director,
hired in November 2006, left the Town in June 2006. As a result, the Town hired
Municipal Resources, Inc to fill the position of an Interim Finance Director. As Interim
Finance Director, I bring to the Town over 15 years experience with government
accounting and auditing. I have been on board with the Town since the summer and
assisted with the year-end close, the audit, and the upcoming budget.
In addition, the bookkeeper left the Town in January 2008, and we have hired a
temporary, part-time replacement. Over the upcoming months, the Town will re-focus its
efforts on the finance office and secure permanent employees to oversee the Town's
finances. I will continue to serve as Finance Director and assist in the recruitment process
to fmd the best candidates for the Town.
RespectfiiUy Submitted,
Sheri L. Rockbum, CPA
Interim Finance Director
GENERAL FUND REVENUE RSCAL YEAR 2007
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July 1, 201)6 ~ June 30,2007
Trustees of the Trust Funds
As your Trustees of Chester's Trust Funds, we meet regularly throughout the year to
monitor the performance of the funds invested in the Town's trust and capital reserve
accounts and to ensure that funds are invested in accord with the laws of the State ofNew
Hampshire and the Tovm's investment pohcies.
In addition, we make certain that new funds are invested promptly and properly, and that
payments are made to beneficiaries of the funds in accord with the stipulations of the
individual funds. Finally, we file annual reports with the State of New Hampshire and
provide complete information on the firnds to the Board of Selectmen through the Tovm's
financial director, to the Town's Budget Committee and to the Tovm's auditing firm. A
copy of the State Report is published elsewhere in this Tovra Report for your review.
The Trustees are advised by an accredited professional financial firm in managing the
investment of the Town's funds. During the past year, we selected a new adviser for the
funds, Northwestern Mutual Investment Services, which is represented locally by The
Telge Companies of Manchester. This move enables the Town to consolidate all of its
funds with one instimtion and ensures that the Town receives prudent advice and
responsive and efficient service at competitive rates for the investment and management










The Assessing Department has undergone some significant organizational changes during
this past year. Our current town employee, Jean Packard, has completed the needed
training and has assumed much of the property inspections duties. This has allowed the
Department to reduce its need for outside contracted services.
Municipal Resources, hic. continues to be our contracted assessing fum, but now
performs only the more advanced assessing procedures that are needed. The primary
member of the Municipal Resources staff working in town continues to be Scott Marsh.
A limited listing of assessments can be viewed online at the town website,
(www.chesternh.org/assessing). We are currently working on building a database that
would enable the public to search our property database by different criteria via the
internet. We are hoping to have this web search option up and running by late summer,
so keep checking back periodically for the updated information.
The Assessing Department has been continuing to work on the newly created assessing
standards implemented by the State of New Hampshire. Chester has been set for re-
certification by 2010. At that time, the town's assessments will be reviewed and updated
to reflect the current ratio-to-market value. Chester's assessments were last updated in
2006.
It is asked that all town residents support the town's efforts to keep your assessment up to
date by alerting the office to any changes or problems with your property. It is requested
that if the appraisers come to your property, you support our efforts to keep assessments
equitable and correct by answering their questions and allowing them to measure and list
(describe) your structures.
The following is a listing of types of Property tax credits and Exemptions the Town of
Chester offers to residents. The Veteran's Standard Tax Credit is now available to more
Veteran's due to a change in legislation several years ago. The qualifications and service
dates were expanded to include more members of the armed forces. The new
qualifications are also included in this report. More information and downloadable
applications for all exemptions and credits can be found on the State of NH, Department
of Revenue website.
As always, we encourage all taxpayers to come in and review your property card and be
aware of any changes that may or may not have happened to your assessment. The
assessing department is open Monday thru Friday to answer any questions you have on
any of the above topics, as well as, timber tax, excavation tax or current use taxation.
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Assessing Department
















Not in excess of
$300,000
excluding the value
of the residence and
up to 2 acres of land
Taxpayer must also be resident ofNew Hampshire for 5 years and own and occupy real
estate individually or jointly. If real estate is owned by spouse, they have to have been




Same income and asset limitations as elderly
exemption. Taxpayer must be deemed disabled by














Every inhabitant owning residential real estate, and
who is legally blind, as determined by the
administrator of blind services of the vocational
rehabilitation division of the education department.
The surviving unmarried spouse of any person who
was killed or died while on active duty in the armed
forces, as hsted in RSA 72:28.
Any person who has been honorably discharged and
received a form DD-214, and who has a total and
permanent service connected disability, or is a
double amputee or paraplegic because of the
service-
connected injury, or the surviving spouse of such a
person if such surviving spouse has not remarried
Every resident who served in the armed forces in
any of the qualifying wars or armed conflicts, as
hsted in RSA 72:28, and was honorably discharged;
or the spouse/surviving spouse of such resident
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Qualifying Awards for the Veterans' Tax Credit
For Wars or Conflicts after May 8, 1975
List provided by NH State Veterans Council
Any of the following medals shall be considered a "theater of operations service medal" for the
purposes of qualifying a veteran for the Veterans' Tax Credit in RSA 72:28. Typically, the
medal will appear on the discharge papers (such as the DD214), except for those who earned the
medal, but were discharged prior to the award. There must be documentation to qualify.
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal
Navy Expeditionary Medal
Marine Corps Expeditionary Medal
Southwest Asia Service Medal
Kuwait Liberation Medal
Kosovo Campaign Medal
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal
Afghanistan Campaign Medal
Iraq Campaign Medal
In addition, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, the award of the following decorations
shall also be considered evidence of a veteran's combat service and qualification for the
Veterans' Tax Credit:
Reference: "V" Device: "V" stands for Valor, and it is awarded to denote combat service.
If so specified, the medal must have the "V" Device to be valid.
Air Force Cross
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with "V" Device
Air Medal with "V" Device
Army Commendation Medal with "V" Device







Joint Service Commendation Medal with "V" Device
Medal of Honor




Current as of: April 25, 2005




Contact: Cynthia J. Robinson, Planning Coordinator
Phone: 887-5629
The Planning Board has been busy this past year meeting four (4) Wednesdays a month
reviewing appUcations and updating town planning documents. This year the Planning
Board has three (3) Zoning Ordinance amendments.
Last year the legislative body in Chester voted to adopt the Open Space Subdivision
ordinance. The Planning Board has to date received two (2) applications utihzing this
land use tool. The Open Space Subdivision ordinance has created a new three (3)-step
application process, which can involve abutters earlier in the subdivision process if the
developer chooses to notice abutters for the design review phase. Both applicants have
chosen to do so. By noticing abutters in this phase, your concems can be addressed early
in the process, which results in a more thoughtful resolution to your concems because the
"clock" isn't ticking for the Board to make a decision and, the developer saves
engineering costs because of fewer changes to the plan. At a minimum, abutters must be
noticed for final approval of the plan.
Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission
Southern NH Plarming Commission (SNHPC) continues to reach out to Chester offering
general information regarding issues with a regional impact resulting fi^om growth
pressure. SNHPC continues to assist the Planning Board by updating planning
documents and keeping the Board informed of changes in the Community Technical
Assistance Program (CTAP).
SNHPC offers professional planning services that the Planning Board will utilize on an
as-needed basis. The Planning Board, with assistance fi^om SNHPC, has completed the
update of the Town's Capital Improvements Program and is currently working on
developing a Local Source Water Protection Ordinance. The town's ordinances and
regulations can be viewed on Chester's website [chesternh.org] by cUcking on Plaiming
Board.
The Planning Board will continue to take advantage of the services provided by SNHPC
in the year ahead, particularly its professional planning services given the impending
widening of 1-93 and its expected impact on Chester. Chester has two (2) representatives
to the SNHPC, Jean Methot and Cynthia Robinson. They attend monthly meetings.
Community Technical Assistance Program (CTAP)
The Planning Board will be receiving fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00) from CTAP
of which $3,000.00 will be used to fimd a feasibility study for an Impact Fee Ordinance
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and the remaining $12,000.00 will be used to develop the Impact Fee Ordinance should
the study justify one.
The second year, CTAP money ($10,000.00) will be awarded for; 1) collaborative
projects between towns that are part of CTAP and 2) implementation of an iimovative
land use technique, implementation of a recommendation from the Community
Assessment or 3) priorities related to the CTAP goal area as approved by the Steering
Committees. Unused funds from the first year can be combined with the second year
project.




• Approved Subdivision Applications (Residential) 3







Lots created 7 Single-family homes
Site Plan Review Applications (Commercial)
Home Business Applications 2
Scenic Road Applications 1
Design Review Applications 1
Revenues
Total Revenue (applications, etc.) $ 4,334,00
• Total Special Off-Site Improvement Account $53,896.01
Completed Off-Site Projects
(Off-site money expended)
Towle Road, Town Farm Road, Tenney Road,
Rod & Gun Club Road, Penacook Road
and Lane Road $32,453.80
•
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Proposed Off-Site/Qther Projects
(Money available)
Old Sandown Road (reconstruction/paving) $ 9,628.53
Harantis Lake Road (culvert) $21,308.17
CandiaRoad (roadside work) $ 6,180.15
North Pond Road (intersectionof Rt. 102) $6,184.06
Fire Department (generator) $10,090.12
Other Board Activity
Local Source Water Protection Program
Southern NH Planning Commission (SNHPC) has been awarded funds to assist three (3)
New Hampshire towns in developing a Local Source Water Protection Plan and Chester
is one of the tovras. These plans require a municipality to inventory its water resources.
These may be defined in terms of threats to water quality from pollutants, the need for
public/private water supplies and demands from competing water uses, such as
recreation, wild life habitat, hydropower production and fire protection. New Hampshire
Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) states that the natural resources section of the Master
Plan should include a local water resources management and protection plan RSA 4-
C:22.
Updating of the Capital Improvements Program (CIP)
The Planning Board finalized the Capital Improvements Program and adopted it on
December 15, 2007. With the adoption of the CEP, SNHPC can move forward with the
feasibility study for an impact fee ordinance.
The Budget Committee and Board of Selectmen when preparing the municipal budget
will also use the CIP.
Ongoing Planning Board Projects
• Update Subdivision Regulations
• Update Site Plan Review Regulations (commercial)
• Feasibility Study for Impact Fee Ordinance (Planning Board
received a grant)
• Develop an Impact Fee Ordinance (Planning Board received a
grant)
• Improvement to the intersection of North Pond Road and Rt. 102
• Develop a storm water management plan (Planning Board received
an $8,000.00 grant)
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Coffee Klatch and Round-Table Discussion
Out of the forums in which Planning Board members participated, the Board learned that
the public wished to have more communication with the Planning Board. From this need
the Coffee Klatch was bom. The Coffee Klatch is held in conjunction with the Chester
Town Fair on the first Saturday following Labor Day. The Coffee Klatch is held from
9:00 A.M. to 1 1:00 A.M. in the Meeting Room at the Municipal Office Building prior to
the start of the parade. During this period, Planning Board members are available to hear
your thoughts as to the direction in which you would like to see Chester grow. All Town
Departments and Committees are invited to participate in this event and lend their ideas
and expertise.
On the second Wednesday in October at 7:30 P.M. in the Meeting Room the Planning
Board conducts a Round-Table Discussion where the Board presents to Town
Department/Committees and the general public, the path they will be following for the
next year.
Proposed Zoning amendments in the order they will
appear on the ballot
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # 1 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the town zoning ordinance as follows?
Amend: Amend the title of the current Table 2 to read Setbacks and No Clearing Buffer
Zones, create a section in Table 2 for clearing of driveways and to add footnotes
referencing where the Exeter River is described and where No Clearing Buffer is defined.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # 2 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the town zoning ordinance as follows?
Amend: Adopt Article 13 - Growth Management with amendments to Section 13.3
Maximum Sustainable Growth to allow for a more timely determination of the maximum
growth rate.
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # 3 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the town zoning ordinance as follows?
Amend: Amend Section 4.8 - Farming by adding a new Subsection 4.8.2 - Best
Management Practices to read as follows: "4.8.2.1 - Livestock shall not be penned, tied
or housed within a one hundred (100) foot protective radius around a residential well nor
shall manure be stored within such a radius.
48
Planning Board - Page 5 of5
Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment # 4 as proposed by petition of the voters
for the town to amend Table 2 as follows:
"Table 2, Setbacks, No Cut and No Clearing Zones" so that all Exeter River setbacks and
buffer requirements are the same as those currently required for Wetlands and Ponds,
Creeks & Streams . Adoption of this amendment will establish consistency for setbacks
and buffers applicable to all designated sensitive and prime wetlands. [The Planning
Board does not recommend adoption and disapproves of this zoning amendment]
Copies of any of these amendments are available in the Planning Board Office, Town
Clerk's Office and Selectmen's Office during regular business hours. Questions about
these amendments should be addressed to the Planning Board Office.
The Board welcomes any questions and input regarding its ordinances and regulations.
The Board meets on the first, second and fourth Wednesday of the month in the Meeting
Room at the Chester Municipal Office Building starting at 7:30 P.M. Anyone interested
in becoming a Planning Board member should attend Planning Board meetings and
express their interest to Board members.
The Planning Board Office is located at 84 Chester Street, Room 5, in the Municipal








Richard Snyder, Chairman Michael Jung





Cynthia J. Robinson, Planning Coordinator
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Zoning Board of Adjustment
The Zoning Board of Adjustment, whose members are appointed by the Board of
Selectmen, is made up of volunteers from our community and acts in a quasi-judicial
capacity. The Board has a hearing when an applicant wants relief from our zoning
regulations as applied to his property. After listening to the facts and evidence in the
case, a determination is then made.
The Zoning Board of Adjustment had 12 applications or actionable items to process from
July to February during the 2007-2008 budget years. Variances are now in two
categories, one being a use variance and the other is an area variance. To distinguish
which variance you may need, our administrative secretary can assist you. Additionally,
the Board accepts applications for special exceptions, equitable waivers and appeals from
administrative decisions.
The Zoning Board of Adjustment will continue to be frugal with our budget without
sacrificing quality or service to our residents. Hopefiilly, we will operate this year
without a deficit, if we continue at the present pace.
The Zoning Board meets on the third Tuesday of the month at the Town Hall. The office
hours are presently 8:00 am to 1:00 pm Wednesday and Friday. Applications can be
picked up in the ZBA or the Building Inspector's office or can be printed on-line from the
Town's website. If you have questions, you may contact the office at 887-4343.
We are looking for two interested individuals who want to serve as Board members.
The individual must have some knowledge of our zoning ordinances and be fair and
impartial in hearing applications. If you are interested in joining this quasi-judicial
Board, please contact the Board of Selectmen.
I wish to thank the following Board members for volunteering their time in serving the
Town of Chester.
Kevin Scott, Vice Chairman Charlotte Lister, Alternate
Billie Maloney Dr. Joseph Hagen, Alternate
Rick Snyder, Planning Board Representative
I wish to thank Janet Boyden, the Administrative Assistant, in taking care of day-to-day
operations. She does a great job in keeping all the Board members informed of court




Road Name Advisory Committee
The Committee met very infrequently during the past year.
The Committee does not meet on any regular basis; however, the meetings are open to
the pubhc and every effort is made to post timely notices at the town offices and post
office.
Road names in Chester are based on criteria laid out in the Town Ordinances. Committee
members research historic names and locations and enjoy lively conversations about their
appropriateness and applicability to Chester. This year the Committee reviewed these
criteria and made some changes and updates which should enhance the choices available
in the future. These changes will be presented in the 2008 ordinance book.
Sadly, the Committee has lost a long-time member,
Evelyn Noyes. Evelyn was one of the founders of the
original Road Naming Committee and an invaluable
resource with respect to historical significance and
relevance when any new road needed a name.
Although Evelyn had been an ex-officio member for
several years, Chair Judy Balk relates that when she
visited Evelyn, Evelyn would ask about any new
subdivisions being built and in which quadrant they
were sited. Even at 104 years old, she never lost
interest or stopped keeping track of her Town. She
will be greatly missed.
Anyone wishing to inquire about a road name or offer a name for consideration should
contact Judith Balk (887-2536) or Camilla Lockwood (887-3271). Your comments and
suggestions are always welcome. The Cormnittee continues to seek new members, having
reluctantly accepted Greg Lowell's resignation.
Volunteer applications may be obtained at the town offices.
Respectfiilly submitted,
Judith Balk, Chair Ann Pamell, Vice Chair
Colin Costine Greg Lowell
Ex Officio: John Colman and Evelyn Noyes
Camilla Lockwood, Liaison, Planning Board
Evelvn Noves. Founder
Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission
The Southern New Hampshire Planning Commission has a wide range of services and
resources available to help dues-paying members deal with a variety of municipal issues.
Technical assistance is provided by a professional staff whose expertise is, when
necessary, supplemented by consultants who are selected for their specialized skills or
services. Each year, with the approval of appointed representatives, the Commission
staff designs and carries out programs of area-wide significance that are mandated under
New Hampshire and federal laws or regulations, as well as local projects which would
pertain more exclusively to your community.
Technical assistance is provided in a professional and timely manner by staff at the
request of the Planning Board and/or the Board of Selectmen. The Commission conducts
planning studies and carries out projects that are of common interest and benefit to all
member communities, keeps officials apprised of changes in planning and land use
regulation, and in conjunction with the New Hampshire Municipal Association, offers
training workshops for Planning and Zoning Board members on an annual basis.
Services that were performed for the Town of Chester during the past year are as follows:
1. Co-sponsored the Municipal Law Lecture Series, which were attended by Chester
officials;
2. Conducted traffic counts at 14 locations in the Tovra of Chester and forwarded data to
the Town's Planning Board Chair;
3. Prepared, printed copies, and attended Public Hearing for adoption of Capital
Improvement Program;
4. Prepared proposal to evaluate feasibility of Impact Fees for the Planning Board;
5. Coordinated Flexible Road Design Standards and Amendments to Comprehensive
Shoreland Protection Act for SNHPC Planners' Roundtable meetings, which were
attended by Chester officials;
6. Coordinated and facihtated region-wide Water Supply Task Force meetings on May
19, 2007 and October 17, 2007, on proposed Groundwater Studies, which impact
Chester;
7. Worked on Source Water Protection Plan for the community;
8. Represented the interests of the Tovra on the CART Board of Directors and the
CART Executive Committee;
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9. Facilitated discussions regarding Rockingham County Economic Development Plan
held in Deny, which was attended by Chester officials;
10. Prepared and distributed a Community Planning Assessment of the Town's policies
and regulations to the Chester Plarming Board as part ofCTAP project;
1 1
.
Hosted New Zoning Board Member Training on February 29, 2007, which was
attended by Chester officials;
12. Sponsored three Planning Forums: Food Security and Agricultural Sustainability on
October 9, 2007; Energy Sustainability on November 5, 2007; and Transit Oriented
Development (TOD) on April 19, 2007;
13. Adopted, printed, and distributed copies of the Regional Comprehensive Plan to
Chester officials;
14. Hosted a Legislative Open House in Concord for Legislative officials on March 20,
2007;
15. Participated in regional economic development discussions with the Greater
Manchester Chamber of Commerce regarding Metro Center, which was attended by
Chester officials;
16. Facilitated and coordinated the Conservation Commission Institutes, including
Wildhfe Action Plan, Natural Services Network, Open Space Planning and
Conservation Easements, on June 21, 2007, September 20, 2007, and November 29,
2007, which was attended by Chester officials;
17. Coordinated review process for proposed developments of regional impact affecting
the Town;
18. Digitized land use based on 2005 orthophotography into a GIS database for all of the
SNHPC communities;
19. Provided basic planning assistance to the Chester Planning Coordinator as needed;
and
20. Facilitated a region-wide Brownfields Advisory Committee meeting on October 30,
2007, which was attended by Chester officials.








Report of the Trustees 2007
This past year the Village Cemetery Trustees worked with the Selectmen to maintain the
Village Cemetery and the Sanborn, Raymond Road and North Chester Cemeteries. There
is a good deal of stone maintenance, fence painting, and gate repair to be worked on this
year. We have been notified of three more cemetery lots that must be located and fenced
in. This year, the Trustees have decided to subcontract the mowing as well as spring and
fall clean up of our cemeteries.
The Trustees would like to thank Eagle Scout Michael Olszewski and members of Troop
168 for the newly installed block patio and new solar spot light for the American Flag
flying at the center of Town at the intersection of 102 & 121 where Veterans' Day and
Memorial Day ceremonies are celebrated.
The Cemetery Trustees would like to thank David Hoffinan for his years of unwavering
dedication to the Village Cemeteries, handling all facets and responsibilities by himself
for a good number of years until new members could be elected.
Respectfully submitted,
Village Cemetery Trustees
Steve Child, Chair 2011
Geoffrey Bamett 2010
Aaron Mansur 2009




Report for Calendar Year Ending 2007
The year 2007 was a very busy and exciting year for the Chester
Police Department and there were many changes. After twenty
years of dedicated service, Chief Al Wagner retired. I would
like to thank him for the assistance and training he has given me during my last 14
years here as an Officer with the Department. I am proud to say that I was
appointed the new Chief this past July. I will make every effort to provide the
services, and protection that you deserve as taxpayers and residents. I thank you
for your continued support and invite you to stop by or call any time.
Patrick Tridenti was hired as our new Full-Time Officer and has successfully
completed the Police Academy's 144* Full-Time session. Aaron Berube was hired
as a Full-Time Patrol Sergeant to replace my former position, coming fi-om the
Raymond Police Department with over five years of Full-Time experience. I am
happy to have these two fine Officers on board. In addition, the Department
employs eleven Part-Time Officers who bring several years of time and
experience to the Town. These Officers have fiiU-time jobs and families, but
commit themselves to the Chester Police Department and I greatly appreciate what
they do for the Department and the community. I would also ask that you keep
Officer Jered McGuire in your thoughts and prayers as he is currently serving in
Iraq as a Military Police Officer.
Chester Police Officers continue to train in many areas in order to provide the
services that the taxpayers and residents deserve. Deadly Force, Defensive
Tactics, Firearms, CPR, First-Aid, Taser, and on-line courses are just a few of the
many courses offered by the Police Standards and Training Council as well as the
Chester Fire Department, with whom we have a great relationship. I feel that the
proper training, equipment, and compensation are essential in keeping the town of
Chester safe as well as to retain the Officers that dedicate their services to the
Town.
The Chester Police Department had an increase of Calls for Service from 2006 to
2007. The number of weapons, drug, alcohol, and domestic related calls being
answered by our Officers has been increasing. These calls are dangerous, stressful
and require the proper training and experience to handle. We have been extremely
fortunate to have no Officers injured on duty this past year. The Chester Police
Department hopes to continue to move forward in its mission to provide 100%,
twenty-four hour, seven day a week coverage to the community. By doing so, we
can take the strain off the State Police and neighboring Departments who often
provide mutual aid.
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The Chester Police Department will continue to update training and equipment in
order to keep our officers and the community in time with the latest requirements.
The Chester Police Association as well as the DARE program continue to foster
positive relationships with the residents and youth of our community. I am proud
to say that I have been instructing DARE in our school for twelve years. We also
continue to host several Boy Scout and Girl Scout meetings in our training room
and sponsor local teams and organizations every year. The Chester Police
Department is a "kid friendly" department and we encourage the young people to
be involved in keeping their community a safe and ftin place to live.
In closing, I would ask that you continue to support your Police Department. We
are here for you and we could not do what we do without a strong partnership
between the Police Department and the citizens of Chester.
Sincerely,


















William Burke is sworn in as
Chester's ChiefofPolice
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Chester Police Department
Highlights Of Calendar Year
January 2007 to December 2007
Total Number of Incidents Logged
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Telephone Numbers: 9-1-1
Fire Department
In case of emergency call 911
For permits and all other Fire Department business use the following numbers:
Weekdays caU the Fire Station at 887-3878.
Nights and weekends call the Duty Officer phone at 365-7184.
The station is staffed during the weekdays in staggered shifts by two full-time
Firefighter/EMTs from 7:30am to 6:00pm.
E-mail: chesterfire(g'comcast.Det
In keeping with the trend of the last several years, the niunber of emergency calls we
responded to have gone up. hi 2007, we responded to 483 calls. 213 of these calls were
medical or rescue related calls. 229 of them were fire related calls. We had 41 HazMat
calls. Our 2007 call volume represents a 20% increase over calls reported for 2006 (402).
2006 call volume compared to the previous year 2005 (355) was a 13% increase.
I would like to thank the members of the Chester Fire Department for their dedication to
the department and the residents of our town. Our members provide the town with on-call
coverage for emergency calls, commit to training every week, and many volunteer their
time at the station. The Chester Fire membership is now at 38. We have 22 EMTs; of
these 11 are EMT-Basics, 10 are EMT-Intermediates, and 1 is a Paramedic. 14 of these
members are also certified Firefighters. Several more of our members are currently in the
process of earning their certifications as EMTs or Firefighters.
Last year, the Town approved the hiring of a second full-time Firefighter/EMT for station
coverage during the week. 1 am pleased to welcome Kevin Wunderly, a career
Firefighter/EMT-I from Raymond as our second fiiU-timer. Many of you have had the
pleasure of meeting Kevin since he was hired in November 2007. Kevin has quickly
become an asset to the Chester Fire Department
Our Tuesday night training program has continued to provide members with regular skills
training for both Fire and EMS. Several members attended a Multiple Casualty Incident
(MCI) Drill hosted by Sandown Fue and a grant-funded MCI class hosted by Auburn Fire
this year. Chester Fire hosted several training sessions in which neighboring towns
participated, including a National Fire Academy class "Calling the Mayday" and training
with the NH State Fire Academy bum and maze trailers. Our focus for in-house training
this year has been to build teamwork and strengthen basic skills both in the areas of fire and
medical. Through a grant from the state, members of Chester Fire received National
Incident Management System (NIMS) fraining.
During last year's Town Meeting, the residents passed the funding needed to update the
roadside emergency numbering signs for the Emergency 9-1-1 program. Posts and
numbers were purchased. In November, volunteers started mstalling the posts on the
Fremont Road/Jennifer Drive end of town. Once the ground thaws, we will continue to
install the posts throughout town and put up the new signs. An informational postcard will
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be sent to all residents to reinforce the program and explain the ordinance that enforces the
presence of these signs.
I would like to thank the many residents who supported Chester Fire through generous
donations to the Chester Firefighters' Association. Two basement pumps and a rescue boat
were among several items purchased with donations instead of tax dollars. Volunteers
constructed the new vestibule at the firehouse. A single resident donated ftmds specifically
for the purchase of a new vehicle. We were able to purchase a 2008 Expedition Command
Vehicle, which has a command cabinet in the back designed, built, and donated by Custom
Woodworking of Brentwood at Edward's Mill. This Command Vehicle replaces the old
Crown Victoria. I would also like to thank Chief Bill Burke and the officers of the Chester
Police Department for continuing to support a strong working relationship with Chester
Fire. The professionalism and teamwork that results provides a better outcome for the
safety of our residents.
We are continually looking at sources for grant funding to strengthen our programs and
reduce the tax burden for our residents. Through in-house grant writing, we've applied for
three grants this year. We received a Forestry grant fi-om the state to be able to purchase 25
pairs of wildland firefighting pants.
The Smokey the Bear sign out on Route 102 was changed this past year to make it easier
for residents to know if bum permits are being issued. I would like to remind our residents
that a bum permit is required for all outside ftres whether they be a bmsh pile or in an
outdoor pit or chiminia. Bum permits allow you to bum after 5pm until 9am. If it is
actively raining or there is snow on the ground, you may bum during the daytime hours;
however, you still need to obtain a permit. For fiill details of the ordmances for burning,
please see the Chester website.
The demand for permits and fire inspections has continued to grow. On-site inspections of
gas and oil heating systems, chimneys, woodstoves, sprinkler systems, Ufe safety and
daycare are available as necessary. A new fee schedule was implemented in 2007
producing revenues through the Department, which can serve as fimding to our Fire
Prevention and Safety programs.
It is our vision to grow the Fire Prevention and Safety programs to meet the demands of our
town by providing better access to the public. The Chester Fire Wire has been pubhshed
throughout the year to inform residents of seasonal safety issues and communicate
Department happenings, as well as provide a lesson geared towards the children. This
newsletter is sent home to each family with children at Chester Academy. We also provide
copies to the pubhc at Town Offices, the Library, and Wason Pond Recreation Center.
You can also access the newsletter on the town's website www.chesternh.org . We will
continue to provide programs at Chester Academy for Fire Prevention Week. Some of the
programs we are actively pursuing fimding for are a fire extinguisher training program and
a smoke detector program.
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The members of Chester Fire are proud to be actively involved in the community through
our sponsorship of the Red Cross blood drives. Bike Hehnet program, CPR and First Aid
classes, the Boating Safety class and our participation in town fair with our Training
Trailer. We will continue to support many other organizations in our town by providing
tours and education upon request. We welcome residents to contact us at any time.













































Forest Fire Warden and State Forest Ranger
Your local Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department, and the State of New Hampshire,
Division of Forests & Lands, work collaboratively to reduce the risk and frequency of
wildland tires in New Hampshire. To help us assist you, please contact your local Forest
Fire Warden or Fire Department to determine if a permit is required before doing any
outside burning. Under State law (RSA 227-L:17), a fire permit is required for all
outside burning unless the ground is completely covered with snow. The New
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services also prohibits the open burning of
household waste. Citizens are encouraged to contact their local fire department or DES
at 1-800-498-6868 or www.des.state.nh.us for more information. Safe open burning
requires diligence and responsibility. Help us to protect New Hampshire's forest
resources. For more information, please contact the Division of Forests & Lands at (603)
271-2214, or online at www.nhdfl.org .
Fire activity was very busy during the spring of 2007, particularly late April into early
May. As the forests and fields greened up in later May, the fire danger decreased.
However, a very dry late summer created very high fire danger again fi-om August into
September, with fire danger reaching very high on Labor Day weekend.
Even with the dry conditions, the acreage burned was less than half that of 2006. The
largest forest fire during the 2007 season burned approximately 26 acres on the side of
Wantastiquet Mountain in Chesterfield during the month of May. Our statewide system
of 16 fire lookout towers is credited with keeping most fires small and saving several
structxires this season due to their quick and accurate spotting capabilities.
Many homes in New Hampshire are located in the wildland urban interface, which is the
area where homes and flammable wildland fuels intermix. Several of the fires during the
2007 season threatened structures, a constant reminder that forest fires bum more than
just trees. Homeowners should take measures to prevent a wildland fire from spreading
to their home. Precautions include keeping your roof and gutters clear of leaves and pine
needles and maintaining adequate green space around your home fi"ee of flammable
materials. Additional information and homeowner recommendations are available at
www.firewise.org . Please help Smokey Bear, your local fire department and the State's
Forest Rangers by being fire wise and fire safe!
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2007 Fire Statistics
(All fires reported as of November 8, 2007)
(figures do not include fires on the White Mountain National Forest)
County Statistics
County
Building Inspections / Code Enforcement Department
Hours - Tuesday and Saturday 8 to 4
Night Office Hours - Thursday 6PM to 8PM
(603) 887-5552 (office) (603) 887-4404 (fax)
Permits issued for 2007 (Approximate)
New Dwelling Units 17
Commercial Permits 5
Home Improvement 90
Also, many permits have been issued for driveways, electrical and plumbing.
The Building Inspection/Code Enforcement Department within the Town of Chester has
gone through many changes during the past fiscal year. These changes also bring to the
department new personnel, office hours and higher expectations. One major change
within the department will be in the area of Code Enforcement. There is great hope and
promise for the future of more in depth Code Enforcement Actions resulting in
compliance of all issues brought forth by the utilization ofRSA 676:17-h to its fullest:
676:17-h Local Land Use Citations; Pleas by Mail. - A building mspector or other local
official with authority to prosecute an offense withm the scope ofRSA 676:17, and who,
prior to or at the time of serving the summons, elects, pursuant to RSA 676:17, V, to
charge the offense as a violation, may issue and serve upon the defendant, in addition to
the summons, a local land use citation as set forth in this section. The defendant receiving
such a citation may plead guilty or nolo contendere by mail by entering that plea as
provided herein. If such a plea is accepted by the court, the defendant shall not be
required to appear personally or by counsel; otherwise the defendant shall appear as
directed by the court.
In closing this department will like to inform the citizens of Chester that as of August 17,
2007 the following codes where adopted as law within the State ofNew Hampshire under
RSA 155-A asfollows:
IV. ""New Hampshire building code" or ""state building code" means the adoption by
reference of the International Building Code 2006, the International Plumbing Code
2006, the Intemational Mechanical Code 2006, the International Energy Conservation
Code 2006, and the Intemational Residential Code 2006, as published by the
Intemational Code Council, and the National Electric Code 2005. The provisions of any
other national code or model code referred to within a code listed in this definition shall




Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer
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Highway Safety Committee
Contact: Police Chief William Burke
Phone: 887-2080
The Committee met throughout 2007, in the Conference Room of the Chester Police
Department. Residents from different sections of Town are still needed as volunteers on
the Committee. It is important for the Committee to have a variety of viewpoints from
throughout the Town on road issues.
Highway safety issues discussed throughout the year were as follows:
1. Review of turning issue at the intersection of North Pond Road and Route 102.
2. Halloween proves to be a large event with a number of traffic safety issues.
3. The Committee reviews motor vehicle crash reports that have occurred on Town
roads over the past year.
Members of the Committee monitor the school bus evacuation drills held at Chester
Academy. A report of this Committee's observations is sent to the school and bus
company following the drills.
Projects that receive fiinding from the NH Highway Safety Agency must directly relate
to problems or to potential problems that have been identified through the analysis of
available traffic record data.
The Committee strives to achieve the goals set forth in our Mission Statement and meet
the requirements set forth in NH RSA 238.
RespectfiiUy submitted,
Chester Highway Safety Committee:
Chief William Burke, Police Department
Chief Rich Antoine, Fire Department
Gene Charron, State Representative
Charlotte Lister, State Representative
Jack Cannon, Selectman
Cynthia J. Robinson, Planning Board
Michael Oleson, Road Agent
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Road Agent
I would like to start by thanking all of you who voted for me and I hope I can win the
confidence of those of you who did not. Now let me tell you what is happening.
After the recount, I went to the Road Agent's mailbox to fmd a pile of Request-for-Action
forms for removing beaver dams, patching potholes, repairing washouts and dirt roads,
which kept me busy for two to three weeks. I also met with FEMA to finahze the
damage evaluation caused by the spring floods.
We hired two new workers, one fiill-time and one part-time. They do the bulk of the
maintenance on your roads, which includes cutting brush, cleaning culverts, removing
beaver dams, patching potholes, fixing dirt roads, picking up trash, replacing signs and
plowing snow. Webster Lane and Warfield Road were paved with a binder coarse, using
road bond funds.
In the fall of 2007, a road evaluation was prepared on thirty-five roads. Hopefiilly, this
will give the Tovra a baseline to start a road reconstruction plan. Surveys and plans for
East Deny Road and culvert replacement on Fremont Road were completed and are
ready to go out to bid.
This winter ~ need I say more? We plowed and we plowed and we plowed! My special
thanks to the plow crew that helped me get through my first winter as your new Road
Agent. I hope the service we provided was satisfactory and all could reach their
destinations safely. Because of such a severe winter, our firnds are lunited until July 1st.
Please be patent as we repair winter damages.
This year's large projects (with your support of warrant articles) are to repair East Deny
Road and culverts on Fremont Road and to move forward with additional engineering for














Recycling & Solid Waste Committee
As always, we would like to dedicate this report to the residents of Chester committed to
preserving the environment and reducing taxes by recycling.
For 2007, the facility's waste stream totaled 908.5 tons, of which 376 tons were recycled.
Of these 376 tons, 282.5 tons were kitchen* / household recyclables (see the hst below).
The average cost of recycling these materials was only $1.25 per ton, versus $96.23 per
ton for the compactor waste disposal. As a result, the recycling program resulted in a
net savings of at least $27,185. This is an impressive number considering die total
disposal cost of the waste that went into the compactor was $51,280.
Overall, 41.3% percent of the Transfer Station waste stream was recycled
Congratulations are due to all citizens who have participated in the program because we
are meeting the 40% recycling goal set for all municipahties by the EPA and State. This
is an important accomplishment and one to be proud of Let us continue the good work
in the future!
Summary of Recycling Tonnages:
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We have noted that over the last few years the Transfer Station's annual waste stream
tonnages do not appear to reflect the Town's continued growth. One explanation is that
many new residents are not fully aware of the Transfer Station facility and the relative
convenience it provides for residents. Some have chosen to have additional expenses by
paying independent contractors for curbside disposal or dumpsters. We would like to
take this opportunity to invite new residents to visit the facility and meet our staff. Come
and take advantage of what your taxes pay for. The facility is open to the public on
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 to 8:00 pm, and on Saturdays from 7:00 am to 2:00 pm.
In closing, we would like to encourage any citizens with constructive ideas for
improvements or who are interested in serving on the committee, to please talk to one of
our Transfer Station staff or contact the Office of Selectmen at 887-4979 for information






Stephen O. Landau, Selectman Liaison
Lloyd Healey, Transfer Station Operator, receives grantfor the
Town of Chesterfor $2,500 towards the purchase ofa Plastics
Compactor from John Dumais, President ofNH the Beautiful
Board. [Photograph Courtesy of Northeast Resource
Recovery Association (NRRA)]
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Wilcomb Townsend Trust Fund
Annual Report
7/1/06 - 6/30/07
These funds are available to Chester residents of any age to help with fuel, medications,
or other necessities. We also offer help to anyone interested that qualifies in obtaining
Life Line through the Rockingham County Community Action Services. We have
certificates from Walmart to help with prescription costs. We do accept donations and
100% of donated funds go directly to help citizens of Chester. Contact any Trustee with
questions about either donating funds or requesting assistance.
Recreation Commission
The Chester Recreation Commission is a volunteer committee responsible for many of
the town facilities and recreational programs. The facilities are managed in conjimction
with the Board of Selectmen and the maintenance programs. This past year the
Recreation Department has focused on the continuation of existing programs and the
expansion of recreational programs for all age groups.
For more information on Chester Recreational Programs and Activities please visit our
web site at http://www.chesternh.org/recreation main.htm .
The Recreation Commission meets at 7:00 p.m. the second and fourth Monday of each
month in the Recreation office located in the Town Office Building. The Commission is
always interested in volunteers to assist in the rapidly growing recreational needs of the
community. Chester Residents are encouraged to attend our meetings to gain an
understanding of the ongoing work of the Commission. The Recreation office can be
reached at (603) 887-5773.
Programs & Activities
Summer Program
The six-week Summer Program begins the first full week in July. The program consists
of guided children's activities, sports, and crafts as well as weekly field trips. All Chester
children from kindergarten to 12 years of age may attend.
One afternoon a week, supervised field trips for children ages 12-15 are offered.
Registration forms are distributed through the school, library. Town Hall and the
Recreation office. These will be available at the end of May 2008. There is a modest fee
for this program, but no child will be turned away for fmancial reasons.
Wason Pond Conservation & Recreation Area
The first phase of our plans to add fields at Wason Pond has been completed. The new
roadway has been created to make more field space available.
This recreation area provides the residents with a place to fish, swim, skate, canoe and
kayak; trails to go walking, hiking, snow-shoeing, cross country skiing and places to
picnic; fields for sports teams.
Chester Academy held cross-country meets here. Chester Recreation holds an annual
Fishing Derby the first weekend of June and a cross-country race in September.
The Seniors, Brownies, Girls Scouts, and Boy Scouts, a healing circle, needle crafters and
the Lions Club all now utilize space in the Community Center.
Basketball Program
The Chester basketball program continues to grow, thanks to the effort of the basketball
committee. The program consists of co-ed instructional programs for 1^* and 2" graders,
inter-league play for the 3rd through 8th graders, and pick-up games for high school
70
Recreation Commission - Page 2 of3
teens. Chester basketball hosted its annual Holiday Tournament that was a huge success.
This program uses the Multi-purpose room and/or Chester Academy gym five nights a
week and all day Saturdays.
Soccer Club: "Chester Soccer... it Kicks"
The soccer program sponsors U6 through U12 teams. The teams hold practices and
games on the town fields and during their spring season at the Sportszone in Derry. The
program is growing fast and now has over 170 members. For more information you can
visit the web site at http://www.chestersoccer.com/
Lacrosse Club
Lacrosse for girls sponsors teams in the Ull through U15 age groups Lacrosse sign-ups
took place in February and March. Chester's long range plans will be to start its own
boys' program when the number of children and volunteering parents reach the
appropriate number to field a sufficient number of teams.
For more information you can visit the web site at http://www.ourleaguesite.com/.
Adult Aerobics and Yoga
Come see our new facility next door to the DREAM room!
Adult aerobics classes have been ruiming since the fall of 2001. These classes are held
on Monday and Thursday nights from 6:00 to 7:30 in our new room. The classes run in
six-week sessions and are taught by certified aerobic instructor Nicole Murphy. The
program is a combination of step and low-impact aerobics designed for beginner through
advanced participants. The program is offered for men and women, as well as older teens,
in a combined class environment.
Yoga is offered 2 days a week and has morning, afternoon and some evening classes. The
program, directed by Rhonda Woodward, Certified Kripalu Yoga Teacher, is designed
for both beginner and experienced students. The "Gentle/Moderate Class" is offered to
those new to yoga, the "Moderate Class" is available to those who are familiar with
asana. In either class, students will use yoga postures, breathwork, and relaxation
techniques to quiet the mind, strengthen and lengthen the muscles of the body, and move
the inner self towards stillness.
A new senior exercise program will be offered in the spring. Thank you Hillary Hall for
obtaining the grant to begin this wonderful senior program.
DREAM (During Recreation Everyone Achieves More)
DREAM in its fourth year. This program provides after school recreational opportunities
for some 20 +/- Chester students. DREAM uses its beautiful new room next door to the
Police Station and the Multi-Purpose Room. It consists of time spent in "round table"
discussions, eating a healthy snack, outside or multipurpose room for high-energy
activities. It offers a place to do crafts, activities or homework. Numerous field trips have
been added to the program.
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Projects
Playground at Wason Pond
Thanks to the Mom's Club, the playground at Wason's Recreational Area is still a
popular place. The Recreational Commission is working to keep it in good condition.
Other
Multi-Purpose Room
The Multi-purpose Room is scheduled by the Recreation Commission and is open for use
by town residents. There is an application and approval process coordinated through the
Recreation Coordinator. Several recreational programs use this facility, including
basketball, baseball, floor hockey, softball, dances, the DREAM after school program and
the Chester Mom's Club. As it is a shared town resource, the Recreation Commission is
working with the Board of Selectmen to address maintenance issues with the floor. Up-
dates to the room include a new fiimace, a new scoreboard, walls patched and painted
and some replacement of tiles. The Multi-Purpose room is an invaluable resource that is
truly one of the busiest rooms in town!
Staff
Daily responsibilities of the Recreation Coordinator include scheduling town facilities,
coordinating field space and usage requests, conducting sign-ups for a variety of
Recreation-sponsored programs, supporting the DREAM program, planning,
coordinating and implementing new programs, working with the summer program.
Much time is spent trying to efficiently run the faciUties within the means of our budget.
Our recreation Director has been actively working to improve our facilities. Some of our
improvements are: added two usable rooms in the back of the building, resealed and
leveled the ice rink and added basketball hoops, cleared drains on the town fields, raked
and leveled the town beach, and clean up of the recreation areas.
2008 Plans
We will continue to oversee all the youth programs presently running. Our thanks to all
the countless hours our volunteers have donated to our programs. Consistent with the past
eight years, our programs have been growing in size by 20% or more each year. To
accommodate this tremendous growth, parent volimteers are encouraged to become
involved in these programs. In addition to coaches, there are always administrative,
purchasing, maintenance, and other activities to which parents can contribute.
The Commission is continuing to work toward estabUshing new athletic fields at the
Wason Pond Conservation and Recreation Area included in the Master Plan for that
facility. Field space is very tight at the moment and scheduling practices and games is
growing increasingly more difficult. We are looking forward to providing continued
Recreational Opportunities in town, and pursuing a reasonable field space development
and use plan is essential.
RespectfiiUy submitted by:
Chester Recreation Commission Members,
Ed Karjala, Chairman
i a t>
Bill Lonergan, Vice Chauman i:"^,^,^^^'^^
Bill Chirgwm





The Chester Historical Society is a non-profit
membership organization that exists to promote the
study of the history of Chester, the preservation of
history through the collection and protection of
historical matter, and supports the continuing education
of the community of the Town's ever-evolving
heritage.
J J T CT'/'^r* T/^ A T ^ January of 2007, the Society once again called upon
IJ.I0 1 OrvlLvAL Architectural Historian, Mr. Christopher Closs. Mr.
COCIEXY Closs has been consulted by the Society on many
occasions since March 2000, and he also wrote the
nomination for Stevens Hall to the National Register of
Historic Places (listed September 10, 2004, narrative available at the Tovra Clerk office,
and Historical Society office). Mr. Closs visited the building for the 1^' time since
summer 2004, and received an update of some of the maintenance items it sorely needs.
Mr. Closs made a presentation to the Chester Board of Selectmen on Thursday, February
8, 2007 with his recommendations, which included:
1
.
Professional mold abatement throughout building, and especially in basement -
black mold exists as a result of the sprinkler leak as well as all of the wall board and
wood supports fi-om the former pwUce station that "wick" up excess moisture. The
old vault is completely lined with mold, and mold exists behind walls and over
ceilings in areas where water has leaked in the past.
2. Remove walls and wallboard (formerly the Police Station) and restore basement walls
to original condition (which will remove some of the dampness problems).
3. Replace currently disintegrating rain gutters - leaking water has created sinkholes
around the foundation, causing some areas to need repair.
4. Paint exterior of Building.
5. ProfessionaUy restore hardwood floors on both levels. Acquire a temporary (one that
can be disassembled and removed) dance floor to protect auditorium floor from tap
shoes. Repair damage across entire stage floor, refinish, and protect with a layer of
vinyl flooring (not permanent, a layer that can be rolled up).
In May 2007, at Town Meeting, you, the voters approved appropriation of $50,000 to go
towards a portion of the above-mentioned items, specifically porch rej)air, gutter
replacement, and exterior painting. The Town also apphed for and was awarded in May
2007, a $10,000 "Moose Plate" grant specifically to go toward gutter replacement at
Stevens Hall. In addition, the Historical Society drafted a Capital Improvements Plan
submitted to the Planning Board for the continued restoration of Stevens Memorial Hall.
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The Society continues to sponsor events that will help increase the Stevens HaU
Restoration Fund, events that are free to the pubUc such as "An Evening with Lord
Timothy Dexter" as portrayed by Historian Paul Jancewicz of Amesbury, MA, and
Family Movie Night Stevens Hall will be 100 years old in 2009, and we hope to
celebrate this event beside a rehabilitated building.
October 2007 inaugurated our Bi-Annual fundraising event, "Faire Appraisal," our
answer to Antiques Road Show. You may look for that event again in 2009. Our
Holiday Front Door Contest was won by the Bent Family on Chester Street, the Brown's
on Raymond Road, and the Massiello's on Deny Road Thank you to all who
participated. We hope you had some fun coming up with your festive hoUday decor!
Other ongoit^ projects for the Society include reorganizing, and re-cataloging our
archives which are now in the balcony of the auditorium of Stevens Hall. We have
reserved time for this project on the 4* Tuesday of the "off" months (Feb, Apr, June,
Aug, Oct), beginning at 6 PM.
We are also woridng on the criteria for Community Service Awards to one gradiiate of
Pinkerton Academy (Chester resident) that salutes students who have made a difference
to Chester and it's history through their volunteerism and service to Chester. We hope to
offer applications for these awards in spring of 2009.
This year of 2008, the Society will host three NH Humanities Council programs:
April 22 - Abraham and Mary Lincoln: The Long and the Short of It
Sept. 30 - NH Cemeteries and Gravestones
October 28 - Witches, and Pop Culture and the Past
We hope that you wiU put these programs on your family's calendar of"things to do!"
Our one sorrow was the loss of our dear friend and long-time historian, Mrs. Evelyn
Noyes. We were blessed to have her in our membership. Her personal history of Chester
was our treasure, something that we will never be able to replace. We have received
many generous donations in her memory with which we decided to create a "Reading
Area" in our home as a memorial to Evelyn. To that end, Mr. Douglas Dimes, Chester
resident, and furniture craftsman created for us two Windsor Bowback Arm Chairs and
Tea Table. Please take an opportunity to visit us at Stevens Memorial Hall and share our
history in honor ofEvelyn Noyes.
Of course we will look to see you at the Town Fair in September, a time when we will
host our celebrated "Village Cemetery Tour." The Society is always very h^py to
welcome new members. This is a great time to be a member! Please come to our
meetings and see, on the 4th Tuesday of every other month (January, March, May, July,
September, November), 7:00 PM at Steven's Memorial Hall. Membership is open to all
individuals, families. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 27, 2008.
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In addition to our regularly scheduled meetings, we have decided to meet on the 4*
Tuesday of the "off months (Feb, Apr, June, Aug, Oct) to reorganize our archives which
have been moved to the to the balcony of Stevens HaU. We need to re-mark already
catalogued artifacts, and catalogue and mark recent acquisitions. Much help is needed.
For further information visit our website, www.chesteiiiistorical.org.
RespectfiiUy submitted.
Hilary Hall, President




Chester Historical Society, P.O. Box 34, Chester, NH 03036





The Chester Kitchen is a small commercial kitchen that the NH
State Bureau of Food Protection has certified for use by
commercial food processors. The Town of Chester owns the
property, which is the kitchen of the former Chester Elementary
School, and is located in the back of the Multi-Purpose Room at
84 Chester Street. The Town rents this facility on an hourly
basis, which allows any individual, or business that is approved
for use by the NH State Bureau of Food Protection (BFP), to
apply for and maintain a commercial food license, with the
Chester Kitchen as their address. Secondly, Chester
organi22.tions and residents, who have priority use of the
kitchen, have a better facility in which to prepare foods for events, or non-profit resale.
From a Commercial Food Processor's standpoint (any individual using the kitchen more
than 4 times per month, and will sell in retail establishments), this kitchen is perfect for
bakers, caterers, and any other type of food product that can be approved by the BFP.
From the standpoint ofan Occasional Food Processor (an individual who uses the kitchen
less than 4 times each month) this kitchen is ideal for one who has lots of fiiuit to turn into
jam, or wants to do a large volume of cooking for a party or non-profit event (Ifyou have
rented the Multi-purpose Room for an event, and wish to rent the kitchen, you must
reserve the kitchen separately, see contacts below).
The Town of Chester rents the Kitchen on an hourly basis to licensed processors, and
unlicensed individuals who wish to use the BCitchen for their private use. Town
organizations are exempt fi-om rental fees. During Fiscal Year 2006, the kitchen was
used by local organizations on 25 occasions, and to date for Fiscal Year 2007, on 12
occasions.
Fees are collected immediately upon use, and turned over to the Town Clerk for receipt
The Town will take no responsibility for training in food service safety, nor wiU it
provide any marketing assistance. Each processor must provide proof of insurance to use
the Kitchen, and to indemnify the town fi-om any liability. All State guidelines regarding
food service safety are the responsibility of each processor.
We continue to receive inquiries.
processors:
WUd Roses Market, DBA Chef Michele
Lovin' Spoonful Caterers
Crooked Birch Kitchens - Salsas, oils, sauces andjams
Culinary Capers Catering
Scamp's Nuts - Gourmet Chocolate Covered Nuts
Mamita's Asian Kitchen - Catering
and we cvurently offer hours to the following
Catering
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This Kitchen provides a small revenue stream for the Town with collection of hour rental
fees. This year required a couple of minor repairs, replacement parts for the Convection
Oven and Automatic Dishwasher, both projects well under the annual budget allowance,
hi the long run, the Chester Kitchen not only pays for itself, but provides a few extra
dollars to the General Fund. Kitchen income from Fiscal Year 2006 was $645, and Fiscal
2007 to the time of this report (February 20, 2007) is $545.
To reserve the Kitchen for your personal or your organization's use, please call me at
206-4786, or email chesterkitchen@yahoo.com. All you need to know about your
responsibilities when using the Kitchen can be found in the Chester Kitchen Policies and
Procedures Handbook, and the application for use can be found online at
www.chesterkitcheiLCom.
Hilary Hall, Temporary Site Administrator





Eagle Scout Project ofChris Wilson
Installation ofNew Concrete Walkway
to the Multi-Purpose Room at Town Hall






Monday & Wednesday 3-8pm j^^jj^^^ r^^^^^j^ p^.^^^^^
Tuesday & Thursday 10-8pm Mary Jennings, Aide
Friday l-5pm
Saturday 10-12pm='
(Closed Sat. in June, July & Aug.) ^ , .. „ ^- <~i i.
c J /^i J Manlyn Rossetti, Sub.Sunday Closed 01 t^ /~.i •Shannon Russo, Cleaning
As of this writing, your Library currently houses over 46,000 materials. That number will
be larger by the time this report actually goes to print. We receive new items on an almost
daily basis and we are confident that as your Town Library, we do indeed have something
for every one of our 4,800 patrons. We serve not only Chester residents but we also have
Chester College students and Chester Academy staff as patrons along with several
patrons who pay a non-resident fee to use the Library's services. We also offer cards free
of charge to out-of-town residents who work in the Town of Chester.
The Library, aside from supplying all your pleasure-reading needs, also has an extensive
non-fiction section. We carry self-help, biographies, history, travel, writing, and
gardening books, just to name a few. The Library also supplies a lot of report information
to the students at Chester Academy. They rely on us for their annual fourth grade
biography report, and eighth grade Washington D.C. report, among many others.
So you can see that the appropriation we receive from the Town coupled with our trust
ftmd interest, money market and patron donations needs to cover quite a broad range to
accommodate everyone. Although we are a library, unfortunately, we are not able to
spend all of our money on books. We do have to spend a large portion of our money on
the building and its upkeep. This includes, but is not limited to, the skyrocketing oil
prices, electricity, elevator and sprinkler inspections, and snow removal. We manage to
supply the entire Town quite well given the parameters we have to work with. There are
some things, however, that will need to be reduced due to non-negotiable costs of
utihties, etc. We have been fortunate in years past to receive generous donations from our
patrons and from the Friends of the Library group. We cannot, however, budget on the
kindness and the frequency of those donations.
We actively fiandraise to supplement what the Iowa, appropriates to us and we currently
have Library Logo tote bags for sale at $10.00 each. This money supplements our book
budget, which had to be reduced by $5,000 due to a budget reduction a few years ago and
the rising costs of utilities and hardcover books. The appropriation we received last year,
which is only a portion of the Library's operating budget, was $94,772. Divided by the
number of residents of Chester, this brings the cost of the Library to only $20.60 a person
on their taxes. The Library is the biggest bargain in Town, as you readers know, new
hardcover books cost $27.95 and up!
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For your twenty tax dollars you get internet service, DVD's that you can take out for a
week, magazines, story times, adult programs, a 6-week summer reading program for
ages 1 to adult. We also have a rapidly increasing book on CD collection for all you
commuters. We offer passes to The New England Aquarium, The Currier Museum of
Art, The SEE Science center, the Museum of Science, and the Christa McAuliff
Planetarium. Some of these passes cost over $500 a year and if it were not for donations,
we would not be able to afford them. As a resident and a patron, they are offered as an
extra part of our Library's service to you.
We also offer Fax and photocopying services, and we have drop boxes for the NHSPCA,
Lion's Club (for used eyeglasses), cell phones for seniors, and box tops for education for
Chester Academy. Aside from our popular summer reading program, which, for the past
two years has included a very successful aduh program, we offer themed holiday story
times and special drop-in theme days. We have celebrated Dr. Seuss's birthday, Chinese
New Year, etc.
If you are a new resident and you have not gotten a card yet, please stop in. We would
love to meet you! Anyone 6 years of age and older is eligible for a card. If you have a
card but just have not stopped by lately, come on in. We have the latest John Grisham
and James Patterson books and CD's for you along with a huge section of cookbooks to
jazz up your dinnertime routine. We offer a large children's area complete with videos,
pint-sized chairs, puzzles, and stuffed animals. We have an extensive collection of youth
fiction, including all the Harry Potters, as well as a large non-fiction section for all those
reports or outside interests you may have.
Make this the year you stop in the Library and see what we have for you, you never
know, you may pop in on a day we are having a cake or celebrating the history of
pretzels! For those who like to plan their visits, we will soon have a website up and
running that will allow you to check out all of our events and browse our collection
online. Until then, you can still get all our news on the Library's page at
www.chesternh.org. The Tri-town times, Derry News, our outside sign, the Post Office,
and Chester's Cable TV station.





Mary Beth Ditoro, Chairman - 2009
Linda Heuer, Treasurer -2010
Kandace Knowlton, Secretary - 2008
Deb Munson - 2008
Peter Leccese - 2009








The Chester Senior Citizens organization has been around now
for over 35 years. We started meeting twice each month at
Stevens Memorial Hall, on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays with Pot
Luck Luncheons on the 1st Thursday, and reserving the 3rd for
guest speakers or for an outing. The Chester Senior Citizens is
a membership organization, and we are always welcoming new
members. Your $5 membership fee (free for seniors 80+) helps
to offset some of our costs (such as supplies, postage,
admission to events and/or outings, etc.) In the past 5 years,
we have seen our membership grow 25%!
This year of 2008 will complete 5 years of enjoying our home at the Wason Pond
Community Center. We have exclusive use of the facility between 10:00 AM and 4:00
PM, Monday, Wednesday, and Thursdays, and 9:00 AM - 4 PM on Tuesdays. There is a
Senior representative available during those posted hours each day, and you will know
we are open by seeing the red, white and blue "OPEN" flag flying from the front porch!
We are members of the New Hampshire Association of Senior Centers.
We are always looking for new activities, and currently we offer the following schedule:
• Monday mornings, Tai Chi, afternoon Bingo.
• Tuesday, 10-11 is Coffee Hour, and you will find most of our membership there
for visiting!
• Wednesday mornings are open, and in the afternoon Cribbage.
• Thursdays are open for any activity. We have a TV with VCR and DVD, with
some movies on hand to watch. We also have two computers with high-speed
cable Internet access.
In November 2007, we applied for the NH Senior WeUness Grant in an effort to bring
exercise and nutrition classes free to Chester Seniors. We were awarded the ftdl amoimt
of the grant, and classes began on March 3, 2008, and will conclude at the end of Jime.
We hope to be able to continue the programs through additional grants, and through the
Chester Recreation Department
The two evidence-based programs. Healthy Moves for Aging Well, and Healthy Eating
for Successful Living in Older Adults were selected. Healthy Moves provides si)ecific
interventions to promote independence, slow the progression of chronic disease and
disability. The twice-weekly classes involve a series of exercises from a seated or
standing position. Peer coaches are available for assistance, and Certified Exercise
Instructor, Kim Cremins of Chester, leads the exercise routine. Healthy Eating is a
program for seniors who want to learn more about nutrition and how lifestyle changes
can promote better health. The focus of this program is to stress heart and bone healthy
nutrition strategies to help maintain or improve participants' weUness and indef)endence
and to prevent chronic disease development or progression. The main components of the
program include:
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• Self-assessment and man^ement of dietary patterns by each participant.
• Goal setting, problem solving, group support, and other behavioral change
strategies.
• Education, relying on both group interaction and the expertise of Registered
Dietitian/Nutritionist, when needed.
Healthy Moves Exercise is at 1 PM on Monday and Wednesday at the Multi-purpose
Room.
Healthy Eating Nutrition is at 1 PM on Tuesday at the Wason Pond Community Center
Also in 2008, we hosted AARP's Safe Driver's Course. This was a two-part course, held
on March 27 & April 4 fix)m 1-5 PM at the Wason Pond Community Center, 603
Raymond Road, Chester, New Hampshire. The course helps seniors tune up driving
skills and update knowledge of the rules of the road, learn about normal, age-related
physical changes and how to adjust driving to allow for these changes, reduce traffic
violations, crashes, and chances for injuries, drive more safely.
Our Aimual events include:
• Mystery Lunch Date in February.
• Annual Picnic in July.
• Club Birthday Party in October.
• Annual Christmas Party at Stevens Memorial Hall.
• December Cookie Walk Fimd Raiser.
The Town is very generous to us, not only allowing the use of the Wason Pond
Community Center, but also with its annual contribution to our expenses. We plan 6
outings (day trips) annually, and you can imagine that transportation is the most
expensive part of planning the outings. We have voted to car pool when the destination
is within an hour of Chester (give or take a few minutes), paying the driver of each car
for gas (based on miles to destination). Passenger vans are rented when the destination is
an hour and a half or more from Chester, and we continue to rent through Merchant's
Motors of Hooksett, as they offer the best rate, which has not changed now for 8 years.
We try to negotiate one bus trip annually, and we will be pleased to welcome Pierce Bus
Company of Chester to our transportation providers. We preplan all our outings and our
budget to be sure that we can keep the cost of outings as inexpensive for each senior as
possible. Our outings usually include a bit of history, horticulture, are always a lot of
fim, and sometimes a real adventure! Last year we visited:
• Lego Exhibit of Millyard Manchester at Science Center, Manchester, Lunch at
Airport Diner.
• Lunch date at the New England Center, UNH, Durham.
• Longfellow's Wayside hm, Sudbury, MA, tour and lunch.
• Wenham Museum and Lunch at Wenham Tavern, Wenham, MA.
• Tour ofThe Fells, Newbury, NH, Picnic Lunch, and Cruise on Lake Sunapee.
• Casco Bay Lines Mailboat Cruise from Portland, ME, Lunch at Village Cafe,
Portland.
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• Bus Trip to The Fort at #4 Plantation, Charlestown, NH, Lunch at Sophie &
Zeke's in ClaremonL
• Annual Birthday Party at Lilly's on the Pond in Rindge, and tour of Cathedral in
the Pines.
• Annual Christmas Party, with entertainment from Frank Paolini.
This year we will be visiting:
• C.R. Sparics in Bedford, then a tour ofVan Otis Candies!
• Aviation Museum at Manchester Airport, Lunch at Airport Diner.
• Maine Narrow Gauge Railroad, Lunch at Bull Feeney's, Portland.
• NH Farm Museum, Milton with lunch at Gateway Restaurant, Somersworth.
• Tour Strawberry Banke, picnic at Prescott Park, Portsmouth.
• Winnipesauke Mail Boat, with lunch at Patio Garden Restaurant.
• Bus trip to Butterfly Museum, Deerfield, MA, buffet limch, Yankee Candle on
return.
• Aimual Birthday Party, Wentworth by the Sea.
• Annual Christmas Party, with entertaiimient from Jose Duddy, "The man with
many voices."
The annual contribution from the Town covers all transportation for outings (bus or van
rentals, gasoline), the total of the cost of outings (admissions/lunch), or a portion thereof,
guest speakers, entertainment at the Christmas Party, and the Aimual Birthday Limcheon.
Our newsletter is produced quarterly and can be found in the lobby of the Town Offices
and on line at www.chesterseniors.org. Copies may be printed from the website. It
includes recipes, book reviews, local news highlights, humor, and more. From our
website, you can access our annual schedule, ideas for ftiture outings, and our by-laws.
Please take the opportunity to visit! We can be contacted by phone, Mon-Thur., 10-4 at
887-5034, by mail to 603 Raymond Road, Chester, or by email at
chesterseniors@yahoo.com.
We look forward to meeting and welcoming new Chester Senior Citizens. Many have
joined us this past year. We continue to be very gratefiil to the Town for their Armual
contribution to our organization. It is your continued support that keeps us together,
mobile, and young!
Respectfiilly,
The Chester Senior Citizens
Florence Frazier, President




Chester Town Fair 2007
This past September 8, 2007 saw yet another beautiful,
though hot, day for your Town Fair.
The Fair kicked off as always with a parade that wound its
way down to the fairgrounds for the official start of the Fair.
Many Chester residents joined local organizations by renting
a space to sell their wares or promote their club.
The Library held another successful cookie walk, the
Historical Society held a cemetery tour and sold some of
their Chester items, the Boy Scouts and the Lion's Club were among the vendors keeping
the crowds fed all day long. We had entertainment, a smoke trailer, and just a great day of
family and community fiin.
We capped off the day with another impressive fnework display. This year's display was
in memory of Chester resident Dan Dwyer who passed away shortly before the Fair. Dan
was the force behind the magnificent displays we had over the last several years. This
year's group, "American Thunder" worked hard to put on a show Dan would have been
proud of and they did so in Dan's memory. It was a great tribute to Dan and a fitting end
to the Fair.
This past year was the last fair for organizers Vaughn McGillen and Melissa Rossetti.
Vaughn had been running the fair for ten years and Melissa for seven. Hilary Hall who
resigned prior to this year's Fair also helped us for several years. We have both
thoroughly enjoyed putting on this event for our community and we would like to thank
the townspeople for their support over the years. Chester is a small town feeling the strain
of growth and bigger city influences and this day is a way to bring our neighbors together
for a fun, family-oriented day.
This Fair is a lot of work, and it takes a lot of volunteer hours to coordinate. The money
from the space rentals and raffle went towards the Fair expenses of dumpsters and port-a-
potties. The donations collected at the end of the firework displays always went to
supplement the following years' display as the town appropriates only a portion of the
actual cost. We also tried hard to keep the old-fashioned feel to the Fair by allowing farm
animals, having a farmers market, and holding a pie bake-off and auction. We always
donated the proceeds from the pie auction to the local food pantry so that the Fair
continued its fradition of giving back to the community.
The Town Fair is also a day when the local organizations and not-for-profits hold their
major fimdraisers. We set up the Fair in such a way as to give everyone the best
opportunity to have a successful day without having a duplication of his or her efforts at
such a small venue. We appreciated everyone's enthusiastic participation whether it was
as a vendor or simply as a shopper/spectator.
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It is time for us to put our efforts into other groups and endeavors. We know there is a
committee slated to run next year's Fair, and we look forward to being able to attend and
enjoy the fair purely as spectators!
Respectfully,
Melissa Rossetti and Vaughn McGillen
Former Town Fair Committee Members
Chester Town Fair 2008
The 2008 Town Fair is scheduled for Saturday, September 6, 2008
This year there is a new group coming together to continue the tradition of the town fair.
We would like to thank Melissa and Vaughn for their many years of volunteering. We
are hoping that many of the traditions they put in place in years past will continue for this
coming year. Some things will stay the same, but we are looking forward to adding some
new and exciting changes this year.
Some new events we have scheduled thus far include:
Cow (or horse) plop bingo. Spring Hill Farm has graciously offered to bring back this
event to sponsor the Spring Hill Trust.
5K cross country race. The Recreation Commission has offered to sponsor a 5K-road
race the morning of the Fair at the Wason Pond.
Another addition we would like to add this year is to have an entertainment tent to
provide on-going entertainment for the afternoon. We are hoping for some local
musicians to volimteer their time in order to gain exposure. Ifyou know of any local
musicians who would like to participate in this years fair, please contact us and we can
make arrangements for that to happen.
We are now taking applications for vendors and crafters to reserve their space for 2008.
Please see our new website for information on space rental rules, pricing and
downloadable apphcation forms.
We are open to suggestions and new ideas, so please feel fi-ee to contact us. We look
forward to hearing fi^om you!
Sincerely,




Public Access Community Television Committee
(PACT)
The Public Access Community Television Committee
(PACT) exists to ensure that the Franchise Agreement
between the Town of Chester and Adelphia (now Comcast)
Communications, effective April 1, 2003 through March 30,
2013, operates without incident, and to manage the funds
received from Adelphia (now Comcast) as a result of this
agreement. Since April 1, 2003, the Town continues to
receive franchise fees of subscribers' cable bills (cable TV
only, not cable internet per the FCC) in the amount of 1%
quarterly. This money is reserved in a special revenue ftmd,
known as the PACT Fund, and is delegated in thirds, for the
maintenance of PubUc (CTV-21) and Government (CGTV-






The PACT committee meets as needed to review the needs presented to them by CTV-20
& 21, and CETV-22. In November of 2007, Comcast completed the necessary
installations for the Town to send and receive cablecast from our third channel, GCTV-
20, Government Access. After three weeks of publicity, all Town government meetings
that have been cablecast on CTV-21 were transferred to CGTV-20. CTV-21 now covers
the Public side of local cable access with programming produced locally by CTV-2 1 by
volunteers Dick Godfrey, Hilary Hall, and Lenny Stein, as well as pre-recorded programs
received from outside sources, and from our membership in the New Hampshire
Coalition for Community Media (www.nhccm.com). Occasionally when there is a
schedule conflict, there may be times when a local government meeting will be cablecast
on CTV-21.
CETV-22, the Education Channel provides live and recorded sports from Chester
Academy, other pre-recorded programming, and the monthly School Board Meetmg.
Their portion of the PACT ftind supports equipment expenses that they incur throughout
the year. Equipment purchased from PACT ftmds since April 1, 2003 are the property of
the town of Chester, and not exclusive to the Chester School District. Chester Academy
has an active AudioA'^ideo Club, and a program coordinator to maintain CETV-22 for the
benefit of the Town.
This year the volunteers of channels 20 & 21 and the PACT committee made the decision
to make considerable upgrades within the Multi-purpose room of the Town Office
Building in order to improve the output of the audio quality for School District and Town
meetings that take place there. The associated costs came from the Public and
Government portion of the PACT ftmd, channel 20 & 2 1 budget. Also from this share of
the PACT ftmd is repayment to the General Fund of telephone, heat and electricity for
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CTV-21, thus confirming that Public Access Television in Chester is solely supported
through franchise fees.
Public Access Community Television in Chester always welcomes new volunteers. We
are happy to guide you through the basic steps to create your own Television Programs.
CTV-2 1 has state of the art digital editing through Avid Express Pro technology that is
available for use by volunteers. Some of you videophiles may already have an editing
package on your home computers, so if you would like to share your "home movies" of
an event that you have recorded, or even your summer vacation, please let us know. If
you need some help editing, we will help you. If it is a fmished program, we will accept
it on DVD for replay. You may contact us at 887-2288, or email
pegtalk@chesterpublicaccess.org.
PACT Committee, Hilary Hall
Lenny Stein
Chair, Bob Grimm - Co-Chair, Dick & Marge Godfrey,
Fire Dept. gives out helmets to
children at Town Fair
Stephen Landau pins Bill Burke as
Police Chiefat Selectmen's Mtg.
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Spring Hill Farm Conservation Area
Spring Hill Farm is a town-owned, working farm with 400 acres of fields, ponds and
woodlands that was donated in 1996 by Miss Muriel Church. Miss Church Uved most of
her years on the farm since a young girl and never did marry, choosing instead a single
teacher's life. Being a schoolteacher for so many years, Miss Church realized the impact
that the many subdivisions were having on the taxpayers, their associated education cost
for the new famihes, and the loss of open space for the residents to enjoy.
Instead of selling her 400 acres of land to developers and Uving her last remaining years
in luxury. Miss Church chose instead to donate her farm and 400 acres of land to the
Town of Chester to help preserve open space and reduce the overall tax burden to the
residents. Prior to her death in December of 2001, Miss Church setup a Board of
Trustees to oversee the farm's activities and created a small Trust Fund to help defi-ay the
daily operational cost associated with the farm. The Trustees are required to use
Principal Trust Funds only when necessary and requires unanimous vote by the Trustees.
Currently, the day-to-day operational costs are self-sustaining fi-om rental payments, land
leases and the sale of farm-produced products such as hay. Tenants of the farmhouse are
expected to maintain the property in a clean and orderly fashion, maintain equipment and
perform minor building and fence repairs. The tenant also cares for the farm animals
living on the property. The buildings and property belong to the town, not the Trust, and
it was agreed upon many years ago by the Selectmen that the town would be responsible
for building maintenance and the Trust for its operation.
Miss Church had three wishes for the future of her farm; namely:
1) The property be used by the residents of Chester for recreational and educational
activities,
2) With help fi-om the town and its residents, the farm continues as a working farm
for as long as economically feasible, and
3) The animals on the property, upon her death, are to be allowed to reside on the
farm for their natural lives.
Miss Church continued to live on the farm after donating the land to the town and was
always pleased to see the town and its residents take part in its maintenance and repairs.
I believe, upon her death, she was content with the knowledge that the town would take
every possible step to help ensure that her farm continues to operate, be properly
maintained, and that the residents would continue to benefit from her generous gift.
The Trustees, on behalf of the town, would like to offer their appreciation and gratitude
to the owner of 1^ Choice Floor Products located on Rod & Gun Club Road here in
Chester for the excellent work completed on the farmhouse floors. The owner. Ken
Parsons, is a Chester resident and with the help of his son donated all their time to strip,
sand, repair, and refinish many of the old wooden floors in the farmhouse. It was
important to the Trust that the "old" Circa 1850 farmhouse appearance be retained. Ken
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and his son spent many hours and weekends restoring the old neglected floors,
floors look great, probably better than they have for over a century.
The
Springhill Farm may also offer unique opportunities to the community; for example in
the past we have leased fields to local farmers for hay and com production and we were
in discussions last year with an organic farmer to lease the fields for production of
organic vegetables to market locally. We are also interested in anyone who may be
interested in providing hay and sleigh rides. This year we are leasing 10 acres of land to
one of our neighbors who is raising Paco Vicunas (see photo). Stop by and see them. I
am sure that Dan would be more than interested in talking about them. This is a
community farm that we would like to see the community use wisely to promote
agricultural and education programs. Anyone who has a great idea for us to consider
please do not hesitate to contact one of the Board members.
We do ask that you protect the privacy of our tenant and not enter the farmhouse unless
invited and let us know if you need to continue activities after dark.
Respectfijlly submitted,
Spring Hill Farm Trustees
Brad Wamsley, Chair & Treasurer (887-1030)
Chuck Myette, Conservation Commission Rep.
Julia Webb






Wason Pond Conservation and Recreation Area
(Formally known as - "Silver Sands Campground")
In January of 2003, the Town of Chester purchased 105 acres of land surrounding Wason
Pond for the sum of 1.55 million dollars. The land was purchased with conservation
funds, which had been set aside for use by the Conservation Commission to purchase
properties and conservation easements. The Conservation Commission voted to approve
the expenditure in order to acquire the property for mixed conservation and recreational
uses.
A seven-person advisory committee oversaw the writing of the conservation easement,
which has been placed on the property to protect it from future development or from
activities or uses that would be out of keeping with accepted conservation practices. The
committee also hired E. Ann Poole to draft a Master Plan for the property. This Plan
outlines the development of ball fields, the reclamation and restoration of the shorelines,
wetlands, and other environmentally sensitive areas. Once this committee had completed
its tasks, it disbanded to be replaced by a Commission.





• Board of Selectman
• Community at large
This Commission's role is to provide oversight of the Wason Pond Conservation and
Recreation Area, to ensure that the Conservation Easement is being followed and that the
Master Plan is being implemented correctly, and to provide guidance for future projects
and activities in and around Wason Pond.
A variety of projects have been completed in 2007. Over the summer, phase one of the
recreation area was completed with the construction of a new driveway and parking lots
for the Wason Pond Community Center and the playground area. Aaron Landau
completed the residing of the bam as part of his Eagle Scout project. Tommy Cicarello
built or rebuilt two bridges along the trails on the backside of the property. A Warrant
Article to approve funding for phase two (construction of ball fields) is being proposed at
this year's Town Meeting. A Warrant Article to rebuild the failing dam at the end of the
pond is also in the works for this coming year.
The Wason Pond trails and beach have seen a significant increase in use from kids
involved in the recreation programs, runners, walkers, bikers, swimmers, boaters and
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anglers. In addition, the recreation department hosted its first annual Wason Pond 5K trail
race in September.
Wason Pond is a beautiful, natural resource. We are very fortunate to have a multiple-
use- area such as this that is available for residents at all times of the year.
The Commission meets on the first Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in the Town Office
building. All residents are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Respectfully submitted,
Wason Pond Conservation & Recreation Area Commission
Members:




Brad Wamsley (at large)
Jean Methot (at large)
George Noyes (Chester Seniors)
Chris Hadik (Budget Committee)
Mike Weider (Board of Selectmen)
Wason Pond Recreation & Conservation Area
(Photograph Courtesy ofSouthern NH Planning Commission)
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Chester Conservation Commission
The Chester Conservation Commission is a seven-member, all-volunteer board appointed
by the Selectmen under the provisions of state RSA 36-A: 2, which allows mimicipalities
in New Hampshire to establish commissions "for the proper utilization and protection of
the natural resources and for the protection of watershed resources." This work includes
preparing maps or plans, "keeping an index of open space and natural, aesthetic, or
ecological areas" within the town in order to obtain information "pertinent to proper
utilization of all such areas." The Commission acts as an advisory board to other town
and state boards and agencies involved in land use planning and works to preserve open
space in Chester.
The Chester Conservation Commission meets on the first and second
Tuesdays ofeach month. The first meeting is a planning meeting only and
is not televised. The second meeting is used to review subdivision
applications, wetlands permit applications, and other matters presented to
the Commission for comment. Both meetings are open to the public and
input is encouraged.
The Conservation Commission officers are as follows: Charles Myette, Chairman; Baron
Richardson, Treasurer; Camilla Lockwood; Andrew Jeans, Jean Methot, Patrick
Connelly, and Jennifer SuUivan.
The past year (2007-2008) witnessed some environmental protection successes and some
disturbing trends in land use and preservation in Chester.
Land Conservation - The Strategic Land Protection Commission (SLPC), voted into
existence by town residents in order to better protect open space, is an arm of the
Conservation Commission and the two boards work together to educate residents on the
advantages of placing conservation easements on their property. Easements on land -
which limit their future development - and outright purchases of tracts of land are the
goal of the SLPC. Fimding for these transactions comes from the Land Use Change Tax,
which is an assessment of a 10 percent fee on the cost of each house lot on land that was
in the State ofNew Hampshire's Current Use program.
Last year, the SLPC negotiated and the Commission approved the purchase of the 92 acre
Hatton Property which has been designated as part of the Town Forest System. This land
will be owned by the Town and protected by a permanent easement against any
development. The land will be open for recreation and a timber management plan will be
developed. Additionally, the SPLC is in negotiations to help protect land through
conservation easements along the shores of North Pond and Ledge Road.
Wetlands Issues - The issue of wedands continues to be a very sensitive area of concern
throughout the Town and how they are protected, abused, and affected by urbanization.
Over the past few years, the Conservation Commission has been mapping Chester's
Natural Resources which included the mapping of all wetlands two acres and larger and
identifying Prime Wetlands within the Chester Town Limits. Prime wetlands are unique
wetlands that meet the requirements of the NH Department of Environmental Services
classification and are sensitive environments deserving of protection from the effects of
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urbanization. Some of these areas are home to the Atlantic White Cedars that are 300-
500 years old, Blackgum trees, and endangered or protected species such as Spotted or
Blandin turtles.
Wason Pond - The Commission continues to be an active member of the Wason Pond
Conservation and Recreation Commission. Members of the Commission sit on the
advisory board and have two seats on the newly formed commission. The 105-acre
WPCRA was purchased with $1.55 miUion from the Town's Conservation Fund and is
governed by an easement that restricts use to recreation and conservation purposes.
Easement Monitoring- Every easement purchased by the Town or donated to the Town
requires ongoing monitoring by the Commission. It is not enough to say that a parcel of
land has an easement; it must also be checked regularly to ensure that the terms of the
easement are being upheld. The Town now has about twenty easement properties to
monitor. Due to the time-consuming nature of this work, the Commission has contracted
with organizations such as the Seacoast Land Trust and the Rockingham County
Conservation District to perform baseline evaluations on each of these properties, as well
as a yearly monitoring program. Currently, this work is funded by a line in the
Commission's annual operating budget.
Mandated Easements - As land that is easy for development becomes used up in
Chester, developers are increasingly looking at "marginal" lands that have wetlands and
steep slopes for development. When the state approves a subdivision on such land, it
typically asks for mitigation in the form of easements elsewhere in the development. As
a result, the Town of Chester finds itself with an increasing number of easements that it
may or may not necessarily have sought. Almost all of these easements are part of a
private lot. As an example. Premiere Estates has five conservation easements - each on a
separate lot, the North Pond development area will have two, and the Cedar View
development on Ledge Road will have several lots impacted. The Commission reminds
any property owner who has a conservation easement as part of their lot that they are
legally bound by the provisions of that easement and can be subject to legal action should
they disregard those provisions. Any property owner with such an easement who has
questions can contact the Conservation Commission for guidance.
Exeter River Local Advisory Committee (ERLAC) - The Exeter River begins as a
small stream in the protected Herrick Woods of Chester and gains strength from several
tributaries before it tumbles over the dam in downtown Exeter and changes its identity to
the tidal Squamscot River. More than 18% of the Exeter River Watershed lies within the
Chester Town limits and because of the smaller size of the river near the head waters is
more sensitive to change in water quality as a result of urbanization. Over the past 1
5
years, the impervious surfaces has doubled in Chester increasing runoff to the river.
Along the way it passes through the communities of Raymond, Brentwood, Kingston,
and Exeter. In order to help ensure the continued good health of this watershed, provide
wildlife corridors and infiltrate runoff, a wetland buffer is in place to help filter runoff to
the Exeter River corridor where it passes through Chester. ERLAC is a committee made
up of members of all the towns through which the Exeter River flows including Chester.
The committee is charged with developing a river corridor management plan and
advising the DES and riverfront towns on matters affecting the river.
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The Chester Conservation Commission contributes $200 annually to ERLAC, and
Camilla Lockwood represents Chester on the committee.
Town Forests - The Conservation Commission also has the responsibility to manage the
Town Forest properties. Currently, we are active in developing easements and
management plans for the North Woods, the Hatton property, and the South Woods
which have all been approved by the Town as Town Forest. Additionally, we are
working with an U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation service and a
forester to develop and implement an invasive species management plan on these lands as
part of a 3-year grant to the Town.
Trails - The Commissions trails sub-committee (headed by Andrew Jeans) continues to
work to map, maintain, and preserve the Town's bridle paths and hiking/biking trails. A
GPS has been purchased by the Commission to help map and track changes to trails in
this rapidly changing community. The Commission is working currently with developers
and local users of the trails to identify and preserve trails on their property that have been
long used by residents.
Future Issues
Development - Again this year, several large tracts of land in Chester are slated for
subdivision. As Chester continues to grow rapidly, access to the land formerly used by
hikers, hunters and horse riders will slowly disappear and natural resources are impacted.
The Commission hopes that residents will continue to support their efforts to negotiate
with developers for easements, protected areas, and concessions that will protect natural
resources. Such efforts include the recent preservation of a large buffer along the Exeter
River on the Mill Pine subdivision and the protection of several vernal pools on the Cedar
View subdivision. Both of these measures were due to the willingness of the developers
to work with the Commission, rather than against it.
Vernal Pools - This year the Conmiission has been very involved with the Planning
Board, NH Department of Environmental Protection, the US Environmental Protection
Agency and local developers in establishing guidelines and mitigation practices to help
minimize the impacts of development and urbanization on wetlands and, in particular,
vernal pools. Vernal pools are those temporary wetlands used by frogs (spring peepers,
for example) and other amphibians as breeding grounds in the spring. Vernal pools are
not - as some say "every mud puddle in the woods." The criteria for classification as a
vernal pool are very detailed. Vernal pools are actually rare; and for that reason, deserve
protection. The only protection these pools have is afforded by Table 2 of the town
regulations which sets a 25 to 100-ft. buffer around these pools. There is not current State
protection for these important natural resources. The loss of these pools spells doom for
the species that use them and the loss of one more temporary reservoir for flood runoff
waters. The Commission asks residents to support protection of these woodland pools.
Warrant Article for Manure Management - Chester welcomes horse owners;
however, horse ownership brings with it an obligation to manage horse and bam waste
properly. Back when there were numerous fields and farms in town, the waste could be
spread on fields as amendments to the soil. Now, with the disappearance of farms and
with fields turning into housing developments, there is less opportunity to dispose of
manure in this way. A single horse generates more than a half-ton of manure a year that
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needs to be disposed of. The State of New Hampshire provides guidelines for disposal
and offers grants to horse owners to construct proper storage areas. In an effort to protect
water supply wells this year, the Conservation Commission, working with the Chester
Health Officer and Planning Board, developed a Warrant Article to regulate setbacks of
paddocks and hve stock areas from water supply wells similar to septic systems.
Commission Membership - The Commission Meetings are open to the public, and we
welcome new members and alternate members who wish to have a hand in the future of
Chester and the preservation of its natural resources and rural characteristics.
Town Music
Inspired by ArnoldAdoff
Written by Monica Brown





















Exeter River Local Advisory Committee
ith
The Exeter River Local Advisory Committee (ERLAC) celebrated its 11 year of
stevi^ardship of the river and watershed in 2007. The year was marked by productive
partnerships with several organizations, including the Rockingham Planning
Commission, NH Department of Enviroimiental Services, NH Coastal Program, and NH
Estuaries Project. These partnerships provide ERLAC with an opportunity to work with
local Conservation Commissions to advocate effectively for protection of natural
resources throughout the watershed.
ERLAC partnered with the Fremont Conservation Commission to hold the seventh
armual vernal pool workshop in May. Children and adults waded into woodland pools to
identify salamanders, turtles and clusters of frog eggs. Development of forestland
threatens vernal pools in every watershed community.
In June, ERLAC partnered with dozens of enviroimiental and community organizations
and several local artists to hold the Exeter River Alewife Festival and canoe and kayak
race. Funding to support this event was provided by the NH Coastal Program and NH
Department of Environmental Services. ERLAC looks forward to working with
Conservation Commissions and other organizations in the watershed on a new series of
activities in 2008.
Several ERLAC members spent the summer working with the NH Coastal Program to
collect and identify macroinvertebrates m the Exeter River and its tributaries. These
intrepid volunteers waded into the water at several locations to capture and identify bugs
hiding under rocks in rapid sections of the river. Macroinvertebrates are used as an
indication of water quality. ERLAC members are also actively monitoring water
temperature and other indicators. Results from these sampling programs will be available
in early 2008 on ERLAC 's website, www.exeterriver.org .
In October, ERLAC partnered with the Sandown Conservation Commission and NH
Department of Environmental Services to hold a family friendly workshop explaining
how to identify macroinvertebrates and why they are an important indicator of the
impacts of land use on water quality and quantity.
ERLAC has also been working with the NH Department of Environmental Services and
the consulting firm Geosyntec on a Watershed Restoration Plan. The first phase of the
plan, a VulnerabiUty Analysis, has just been completed and identifies sections of the
Exeter River and the watershed most impacted by development. The next phase of the
project will involve management and restoration plans for these areas.
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Chester's Conservation Commission often works with ERLAC concerning environmental
issues of mutual interest. Greg Lowell, a long-time member of the Commission and a
representative to ERLAC moved out of town earlier this year leaving an important space
that needs to be filled in both organizations. ERLAC meets the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 7:00 p.m. in the conference room at the Rockingham County Nursing Home in
Brentwood. ERLAC is seeking more representatives from Chester. If you live on the
river or are interested in water and river issues, please call 778-0885 for more
information, or visit www.exeterriver.org.




2007 Financial Reports *
&
Budget Committee Report
On Proposed Town Operating Budget
for Fiscal Year 2008-2009
*The complete, audited Financial Statements
are available, upon request, at Town Offices.

MASON + RICH professionm:
Certified Public Accountants
REPORT OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS
To the Board of Selectmen
We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the discretely
presented component unit, each major fimd, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the
Town of Chester, New Hampshire, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2007, which collectively
comprise the Town of Chester's basic financial statements as listed in the index. These financial
statements are the responsibility of the Town of Chester's management. Our responsibility is to
express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are fi^ee of material misstatement. An audit
includes examining on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accoimting principles used and significant estimates
made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinions.
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
respective financial position of the governmental activities, the discretely presented component unit,
each major fimd, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the Town of Chester, New
Hampshire, as of June 30, 2007 and the respective changes in financial position and cash flows,
where applicable, thereof, for the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally
accepted in the United States of America.
The management's discussion and analysis and budgetary comparison information on pages
2 through 8 and 37 through 40 are not a required part of the basic financial statements but are
supplemental information required by accoimting principles generally accepted in the United States
of America. We have apphed certain limited procedures, which consisted principally of inquiries of
management regarding the methods of measurement and presentation of the supplemental
information. However, we did not audit the information and express no opinion on it.
Respectfiilly submitted,
y. ^^lo^Jp^^.
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TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION & ANALYSIS
As management of the Town of Chester, we offer readers of the Town's Financial Statements this
narrative overview and analysis of the financial activities of the Town for the fiscal year ended June 30,
2007. We encourage readers to consider the information presented here in conjunction with additional
information furnished in the financial statements and notes of this report.
Financial Highlights
• The assets of the Town of Chester exceeded its liabilities at the close of the fiscal year by
$14,845,135 (net assets). Of this amount, $943,331 (unrestricted net assets) may be used to meet
the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and creditors in accordance with the Town's fund
designation and fiscal policies.
• The Town's total net assets increased by $829,461
.
• As of the close of the current fiscal year the Town of Chester's combined governmental funds
reported ending fund balances of $2,750,649 of which 54.7% ($1,504,122) of this total is
unreserved and available for use.
• At the end of the current fiscal year, the unreserved fund balance in the General Fimd was
$574,533 or 5.3% of the General Fund's expenditures.
Overview of the Financial Statements
This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the Town's basic financial




2. Fimd financial statements
3. Notes to the financial statements
This report also contains other supplementary information in addition to the basic financial statements
themselves.
Government-Wide Financial Statements - These statements are designed to provide readers with a
broad overview of the Town's finances in a maimer similar to a private-sector business.
The Statement of Net Assets presents information on all the Town's Assets and Liabilities, with the
difference between the two reported as net assets. Over time, increases or decreases in net assets may
serve as a usefiil indicator of whether the financial position of the Town is improving or deteriorating.
The Statement of Activities presents information showing how the Town's net assets changed during the
fiscal year. All changes in net assets are reported when the imderlying events giving rise to the change
occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows. Thus, revenues and expenses are reported in this
statement for some items that will only result in cash flows in the future fiscal periods. (For example
imcoUected taxes and earned but unused compensated absences.)
The governmental activities of the Town include general government and administration, public safety,
development services and culture and recreation.
(Continued on next page)
- Page 2 -
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TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION & ANALYSIS
Fund Financial Statements - A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control
over resources that have been segregated for specific activities or objectives. The Town, like other state
and local governments, uses fund accounting to ensure and demonstrate compliance with fmance-related
legal requirements. All of the funds of the Town can be divided into two categories: governmental funds
and fiduciary funds.
Governmental Funds - Governmental funds are used to account for essentially the same functions
reported as governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the
government-wide financial statements, governmental fimd financial statements focus on current sources
and uses of spendable resources, as well as on balances of spendable resources available at the end of the
fiscal year. Such information may be useful in evaluating a government's near-term fmancing
requirements.
Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental flinds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements. By doing
so, readers may better understand the long-term effect of the government's near-term financing decisions.
Both the governmental funds balance sheet and the governmental fund statements of revenues,
expenditures, and changes in fimd balances provide a reconciliation to facilitate this comparison between
governmental funds and governmental activities.
The Town maintains fourteen governmental funds. Data fi-om thirteen of these funds are combined into a
single aggregated presentation.
Notes to the financial statements - The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full
understanding of the data provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements.
Governmental WroE Financial Analysis
Net assets may serve over time as a usefiil indicator of government's financial position. The Town of
Chester's assets exceeded liabilities by $14,845,135.
The largest portion of the Town's net assets (82.5%) reflects it investments in capital assets (e.g. land,
buildings, equipment, improvements, construction in progress and infiastructure) less any debt used to
acquire those assets that is still outstanding. The Town uses these capital assets to provide service to
citizens; as a result these assets are not available for future spending. Although the Town's investment in
its capital assets is reported net of related debt, it should be noted that the resources needed to repay this
debt must be provided fi^om other sources, since the capital assets themselves cannot be used to liquidate
these liabilities.
(Continued on next page)
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Town of Chester Net Assets:







Invested in Capital Assets,






$ 8,273,727 $ 7,385,830
15.982.427 16.273.302
S 24.256. 154 $ 23.659.132
$ 4,045,721 $ 4,756,252
5.365.298 4.887.206







$ 14.845.135 $ 14.015.674
Unrestricted Net Assets of $943,331 may be used to meet the Town's ongoing obligations to citizens and
creditors.
Analysis of the Town's Operations
The following table provides a summary of the Town's operations for the year ended June 30, 2007 and
2006. Governmental Activities increased the Town of Chester's net assets by $829,461.




Operating Grants and Contributions




$ 1,074,397 $ 1,076,127
134,500 133,223
14.130 19.997
$ 1.223.027 $ 1.229.347
(Continued on next page)
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Unrestricted Grants and Contributions
Interest and Investment Earnings







Highways and Streets and Sanitation Operations
Health and Welfare





Interest on Long-Term Debt
Total Expenses
Increase in Net Assets
Net Assets Beginning of Year
Net Assets, End of the Year
Governmental
TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION & ANALYSIS
spending because it has been committed 1) to pay for encumbrances ($183,629) and 2) reserved for
Permanent Funds Principal ($1,062,898).
The fund balance at the end of the fiscal year of $2,750,649 maintains a reasonable financial position for
the Town.
General Fund Budgeting Highlights
Revenues for the fiscal year exceeded the budget by $158,270. Total Town expenditures (including
capital outlay) were less than budget by $334,194. The additional revenue, combined with favorable
spending, resulting in an Excess of Revenues over Expenditures of $500,621, thereby increasing fund
balance more than expected.
Capital Assets
The Town of Chester's investments in Capital Assets for its activities as of Jime 30, 2007 amoxmts to
$15,982,427 (net of accumulated depreciation). This investment in capital assets includes land, buildings,
equipment, vehicles, infiastructure and construction in progress.
The only major capital asset event during the current fiscal year included the following:
Land Additions $ 395.029
Capital Assets at Year-End
Net of Accumulated Depreciation
Land and Improvements $ 4,516,031
Buildings and Improvements 4,877,207
Infi-astructure 14,041,456
Furniture, Equipment and Vehicles 1 ,072, 1 66
Construction in Progress 1 ,379,794
Accumulated Depreciation ( 9.904.227')
Total Capital Assets Net of Depreciation $ 15.982.427
Debt Administration
At the end of the current fiscal year, the Town of Chester had a total bonded debt and notes payable
(including interest) of $4,090,251; all debt is backed by the full faith and credit of the Town government.
(Continued on nextpage)
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Moodys Investors Service rates the Town of Chester Triple A (AAA) for all bonds. The final payment for
the Landfill obligation will be in October 2007.
Economic Factors and Next Year's Budget & Rates
The Town of Chester, located in Rockingham County, allows for easy access to major cities and
mimicipalities with major interstates surrounding its boarders. In Massachusetts including Greater Boston,
Haverhill, Lawrence, Lowell & Andover while the New Hampshire commumties of Manchester, Nashua,
Concord & Portsmouth are all within easy commuting distance. Between the years 1990 to 2006
Chester's population grew 69%.
As of June 30, 2007 New Hampshire's unemployment rate was 4.0%. Rockingham County at 4.4% which
although higher than the NH average it was below the US average (4.7%).
TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
MANAGEMENT'S DISCUSSION & ANALYSIS
Requests for Information
The financial report is designed to provide our citizens, investors and creditors with a general overview of
the Town's finances. If you have questions about this report or need additional information, please
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Cash and Cash Equivalents
Temporary Investments









$ 53,896 $ 28,854

















TOWN OF CHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN FEDUCLARY NET ASSETS
FIDUCIARY FUNDS







Interest and Dividends 152
Gain (Loss) on Sale -_




Payments to School District
Total Deductions -_
Change in Net Assets 1 52
Net Assets, Beginning of Year 28,702
Net Assets, End of Year $ 28,854
The Accompanying Notes are an Integral Part of This Financial Statement
- Page 19 -
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Part I GENERAL FUND (Continued)
Part I GENERAL FUND (Continued)
fiiWi'lGENERAL FUND (Continued)
lart i GENERAL FUND (Continued)
Illliiil GENERAL FUND (Continued)
iPart I GEIVERAL FUND (Continued)
jaj^ IIIGENERAL FUND (Continued)
B. EXPENDITURES - Modified Accrual (Continued)
18. Payments to other governments
a. Taxes assessed for county
Umin
b. Taxes assessed for precincts/village districts
c. Local education taxes assessed
d. Taxes assessed for State
e. Payments to other governments
f. TOTAL
19. TOTAL EXPENDITURES
20. TOTAL FUND EQUITY (End ofyear)
(Should equal line B.2f, column c, on page 9 and
line 13 on page 3, less line 19 above)
2L TOTAL OF LINES 19 AND 20


































Form F.6S(MS-S) ( S-16-2006)
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P^rtJJl GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET
ilSilii DETAIL
This section may be used to provide the detail requested wherever "Explain" or "Specify" is found If
additional space is needed, please add extra pages using the following format Please show the





















































































































































































































Part's SUPPLEMENTAL CVFORMATION WORKSHEET
A. INTERGOVERNME>nrAL EXPE^^DITURES
Report payments made to the State or other local governments on reimbursement or
cost-sharing basis. Do not include these expenditures in Part Vin
)P*riXI, CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that the information contained in this report was taken from official
records and is complete to the best of our knowledge and belief.





Three copies of this report are sent to each municipality. Selectmen, treasurer and tax collector are
expected to cooperate in making out this report. When completed, one copy should be returned
to the Department ofRevenue Administration and one copy should be placed in your municipal
records. The third copy is for use in preparing the annual printed report for the voters.
Please be sure you have completed Part X, items A-D.
WHEN TO FILE: (RSA 21-J:34, V)
* For cities/towns reporting on a calendar year basis, this
report must be filed on or before April 1
.
* For cities/towns reporting on an optional fiscal year basis
(year ending June 30),
this report must be filed on or before
September 1
.
WHERE TO FILE Department of Revenue Administration
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2007
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2007
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2007
Debits
Town Clerk's Financial Report
Fiscal Year July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007
GL Account
Budget Committee Report
For Fiscal Year 2008-2009
Proposed Budget
In 2005, the citizens of Chester voted to join more than 90 other New Hampshire tovras to
establish an official Budget Committee that would act under the statutory provisions ofRSA
32, known as the Mimicipal Budget Law. During the years leading up to that time, a lot of
folks in town had experienced a boom in their personal portfolios and savings due to
unprecedented increases in the stock markets and technology, and thereafter, anotherboom in
the real estate market Many citizens were able to refinance and cash out their home equity
due to annual increases in their homes' values. Credit was cheap. The "wealth effects" were
floating everyone's boats.
Chester's taxes in the beginning of the decade were relatively low and the town attracted
many newcomers. Necessary upgrades were also made to our infiastructure, such as capping
of the landfill and construction of the transfer station, construction of a new fire station,
construction ofanew school, and a school addition. The cost to fund these items contributed
to placing Chester on an annual spending pace, then acknowledged by many, to be
unsustainable on an ongoing basis. Then fiom 2002 to 2005, the Chester School Budget
experienced annual increases of 14.8%, 9. 1%, 8.8% and 5.3%. During those same years, the
town experienced annual growth in the municipal operating budgets of 10.5%, 1 0. 1%, 3 . 1%
and 10.9%, respectively. Additionally, in 2004, the town voted to borrow $2.1 million to
reconstruct nine roads. However, only two were completed and five only partially
completed. The town wUl continue to pay back that bond imtil 2014.
The official Budget Committee, by statute serves the residents as an independent, oversight
review board to make recommendations to the taxpayers regarding proposed appropriations
vMch are funded by tax revenues. The Committee is comprised ofseven volunteer residents
who serve as regular members. A Selectperson and a School Board member also serve as two
additional voting members of the Committee. Since its formation, the Budget Committee
has devoted thousands of collective hours examining each line item in the School District
and Municipal Budgets before making recommendations to the taxpayers. The Committee's
duties include reviewing past actual expenditures, longer-term trends, funding alternatives
and other financial data. Since the town chose to install the Committee 3 years ago, it has
largely been successful in achieving consensus with the School Boards and the Boards of
Selectmen. The resulting annual School District Growth has been 6.2%, 4.1% and 5.0%
from 2006 through 2008. On the municipal side, spending growth has slowed to -8.0%,
8.4% and 4.8%, respectively. With the combined efforts of all boards, and the Capital
Improvement Plan Committee, longer term saving for acquisition of more expensive
"capital" items and repairs has also been implemented. Most parties involved have
concurred, and it has been reported to the public that a better measure of "fiscal
responsibihty" has taken hold.
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Recently, the Committee reached agreement with the School Board over the implementation
ofan $1 1 .05 million budget for the Chester School District in fiscal year 08-09. The school
budget process, although lengthy at times, was fiank, open and very productive. We believe
such processes are very beneficial to the school children, the parents, the teachers and the
taxpayers. We look forward to working with the School Board and District again.
Similarly, on the mimicipal side, the Budget Committee recently completed meetings with
every municipal department at least once to review proposed budgets and written
explanations that were submitted by departments in advance. This year, the Committee met
with the larger departments; namely. Police, Fire and Highway Departments on at least two
and sometimes three or four occasions during the months ofFebruary through April. These
additional discussion sessions were held at the request of some of these departments and
involved the Board of Selectmen. The sessions were held in workshop format to allow for
fiill and fiiee discussion and deliberation and were designed to allow the departments to fiilly
and directly present their positions, and to reduce confusion. The departments were receptive
to the opportunity and we thank each department that provided the necessary data in support
of their requests.
After these sessions, the Budget Committee did reach consensus over many mxmicipal-side
budget items with a few exceptions. The Committee is recommending warrant articles to
purchase rather than lease 2 new police vehicles, with on-board cameras, to protect citizens;
and our officers and the Town alike, fixim non-meritorious allegations. Another highlight is
the recommendation ofanother warrant article to fimd a portion ofthe Coital Improvement
Plan (CIP) to acquire another police vehicle by July, 2009, a generator for the Fire
Department and other items. After other discussions the Selectmen agreed with the Budget
Committee to recommend fimding 95% ofthe budget preliminarily reached by the Board of
Selectman after their earlier talks with the Fire Department. We are confident that with the
large increases provided to the Fire Department in previous years, that the Fire Department
will continue to be able to implement most if not all of desired upgrades to the firehouse,
equipment, personnel and training over the several-year plan the new Chief has embarited
upon. Additionally, after many discussions culminating in a lengthy Sunday meeting with
Selectmen and Road Agent, the Committee is recommending a warrant article so that the
taxpayers may vote on a bond to reconstruct East Deny Road and 4 other roads.
At the time ofthe writing of this repwrt, finalized warrant articles were not available to tiie
Budget Conmiittee for conmients to be included with this report The Conmiittee will be
prepared to address aU of its recommendations on the warrant articles at Town meeting.
While no process, group or department is ever perfect, particularly in budgeting into the
fiiture when economic climates are changing, the ultimate goal ofthe Budget Committee was
to arrive at recommendations with which each department can realistically operate and which
the town may be able to afford.
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Ultimately, you the voters must decide what is necessary and prudent.
Trends Since the Adoption ofthe Official Budget Committee in 2005
The Budget Committee understands the significant downturn to our economic health that
individuals, the State and the Country are suffering through. The "real estate bubble" burst and
now there is a severe credit tightening whereby people are no longer able to borrow against their
home, or to obtain credit. We know that foreclosures are imderway in Chester.
By most experts' estimates, this foreclosure crisis is at just the tip of its iceberg. Additionally,
collection ofmotor vehicle excise
fees, the major non-tax revenue source for the town, is declining as a result ofresidents down-
sizing their vehicles and forestalling their own purchase ofnew vehicles.
The Committee feels obligated to remain in tune with economic conditions. According to Martin
Feldstein, Professor ofEconomics at Harvard University and President ofThe National Bureau
of Economics Research, which is the official arbiter of when recessions begin, stated in an
interview with the Boston Globe that the U.S. has slipped into a deep recession that could be the
most serious sinceWW II. Professor Feldstein, who is considered by many economists, to be the
official word on economic cycles, also stated that the situation is bad, it's gettii^ worse, and the
risks are that the situation could be very bad.i Oil prices are surging with no end in sight, the
U.S. economy barely grew in January and was predicted to decline in February, foreclosures are
at an alarming rate, and the stock market and U.S. dollar are weakening.2 Private employers
have also cut payrolls by 1 01 ,000jobs in February, part ofa "very toxic mixture" where "things
are going to get worse in the immediate future", reports Nigel Gault, Chief U.S. Economist at
Global Insight, a Waltham, Massachusetts forecasting firm.3 Moreover, should our federal
executive leadership change hands, as may occur after the national election in November, there
are plans by two ofthe presidential candidates to significantly raise federal income taxes across
the economic spectrum where the lowest earners will pay 50% more, the highest earners 13%
more.4
In Concord, the Supreme Court in its Londonderry decision ruled the school funding formula to
be unconstitutional. The legislative commission tasked with making statewide recommendations
has voted to provide Chester $575,000 less in our state educational grant next year
(approximately 20% less than the $3.1 million Chester was fortunate to receive this past year.)
While those discussions continue, Chester must be prepared to make up the shortfall with further
increased local property taxes. Residents must also keep in mind that this increase will not be
1 The Boston Globe, March 17, 2008 edition.
2Id.
3 The Boston Globe, March 8, 2008 edition.
4 The Wall Stitet Journal Report, aired April 13, 2008 on NH Public Television, WENH-TV, Channel 1 1.
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enough to cover costs of Kindergarten, which is now also required by the State Constitution, and
which must be implemented this fall.s
New Hampshire towns and its residents, particularly ones like Chester with small commercial tax
bases may likely need to consider financial retrenchment, reqiuiing changes in lifestyle.
and tightening of household's and mimicipal budgets alike in order to bridge the gap between
solvency of famiUes who are or will experience difiSculty choosing between increasingly
expensive gas, groceries and heating oil, and increasing real estate taxes.
While no committee or group of people can ever please everyone all the time, the Budget
Committee has woriced hard as an oversight conmiittee, as required by State Law and its
commitment
to the Town. The Committee is comprised of a diverse mix of residents, including both long-
term as well as newer residents ofvarious ages and occupations. It includes both agricultural and
trades persons, as well as current and semi-retired professionals, and business owners and
employees alike. Most importantly, the Committee continues to use its best efforts to represent
all interests, particularly those of Chester citizens fairly, and in a fi'ank and open manner. Of
course, like any process, person or thing in life we welcome any suggestions to improve
discourse and the budgeting process in general. Similarly, we invite any interested resident to get
involved as there are two positions open on the Committee.
In closmg, the Budget Committee would like to thank first and foremost, the citizens who have
expressed their supix)rt and thanks for its efforts, as well as various town officials who have
woriced with us in a forthright manner to prep>are and complete budgets for the benefit of
Chester's citizens.
We look forward to seeing a large turnout at the Town Meeting on May 13*, 2008!
Respectfiilly submitted.
Chester Budget Committee
By: Thomas C. LaPorte, Vice-Chair
5 The School District did obtain a 1 year extension to implement the Kindergarten, pending piXMnulgation of
State guidelines and does expect to receive a certain percentage of State aid for construction costs. However, it
is expected that there will be no State aid for operations, such as payment of salaries and benefits for









2008 Proposed Warrant & Budget
State ofNew Hampshire
To the inhabitants of the Town of Chester, County of Rockingham,
State ofNew Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town afifairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Chester Municipal Offices in said
Chester on Tuesday, the thirteenth (13th) day of May next, at 8:00 AM
to act on Articles 1-5. The polls wiU close at 7:00 PM. After the ballots
are counted, the Meeting will continue on Wednesday, May fourteenth
(14th) at 7:00 PM in the Chester Multipurpose Room. Article 6 through
Article 30 will be taken up at that time.
Article #1. To choose all necessary Town Officials for the ensuing year.
Article #2
Are you in favor ofthe adoption ofAmendment # 1 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the town zoning ordinance as follows?
Amend: Amend the title of the current Table 2 to read Setbacks and No
Clearing Buffer Zones, create a section in Table 2 for clearing of driveways
and to add footnotes referencing where the Exeter River is described and
where No Clearing Buffer is defined.
Article #3
Are you in favor ofthe adoption ofAmendment # 2 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the town zoning ordinance as follows?
Amend: Adopt Article 1 3 - Growth Management with amendments to
Section 13.3 Maximum Sustainable Growth to allow for a more timely
determination ofthe maximum growth rate.
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Article #4
Are you in favor ofthe adoption ofAmendment # 3 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the town zoning ordinance as follows?
Amend: Amend Section 4.8 - Farming by adding a new Subsection 4.8.2 —
Best Management Practices to read as follows: "4.8.2.1 - Livestock shall not
be penned, tied or housed within a one hundred (100) foot protective radius
around a residential well nor shall manure be stored within such a radius.
Article #5
Are you in favor ofthe adoption ofAmendment # 4 as proposed by petition
ofthe voters for the town to amend Table 2 as follows:
"Table 2, Setbacks, No Cut and No Clearing Zones" so that all Exeter River
setbacks and buffer requirements are the same as those currentiy required for
Wetlands and Ponds, Creeks & Streams. Adoption ofthis amendment will
establish consistency for setbacks and buffers applicable to all designated
sensitive and prime wetlands. fThe Planning Board does not recommend
adoption and disapproves ofthis zoning amendment]
Article #6
Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$1,430,000.00 (One Million Four Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars) (Gross
Budget) for the construction, reconstruction and improvement oftown roads,
approximately 6/10 of a mile of East Deny Road, and for work on Jennifer
Drive, Holman Way, Parker Road, and Rand Drive, and authorize the
issuance ofnot more than $1,430,000 ofbonds or notes in accordance with
the provision ofMunicipal Finance Act (RSA 33), and authorize the
Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the
rate of interest thereon; and further, authorize the Selectmen to apply for,
accept and expend grants for this project that may be available, and finally to
raise and appropriate the additional sum of $9,000 (NH Bond Bank) plus
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$4,000 for the documentation and issuance costs for the bond and authorize
the Selectmen to take any other action necessary to carry out this vote?
(Tax Impact 0.03 cents)
(2/3 ballot vote required)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 6-0)
Article #7
To see ifthe Town will raise and appropriate the sum of three million, four
himdred forty four thousand, eight himdred ninety eight dollars ($3,444,898)
for the support ofthe Town government for the payment of salaries and for
the payment of statutory obligations of the Town. This article does not





Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$33,483.40 for the purchase of a police cruiser and an in-car camera for the
Police Department?
(Tax Impact 0.06 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 7-0)
Article #9
Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$37,853.00 for the purchase of a Ford Expedition and an in-car camera for
the Police Department?
(Tax Impact 0.07 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 7-0)
Article #10
Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$10,000.00 to purchase two (2) in-car cameras for the Police Department
and authorize the Selectmen to apply for, accept and expend a 50% matching
grant for this purpose, provided further that this article be null and void and
ofno effect if a grant for the purchase ofthe cameras is not received.
(Tax Impact 0.02 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 6-0)
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Article #11
Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$275,000.00 for the repair and reconstruction ofthe Wason Pond Dam in
order to satisfy the requirements identified by the Dam Safety Engmeer of
the State ofNew Hampshire, Department ofEnvironmental Services?
(Tax Impact 0.49 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend 1-6)
Article #12
Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$61,100.00 for the purpose ofhiring one full-time police officer, said sum to
include salary, benefits and full uniform and equipment?
(Tax Impact 0.1 1 cents)
(Selectmen Do Not Recommend)
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend 0-7)
Article #13
Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$120,000.00 for engineering plans and specifications for the reconstruction
and repair ofLane Road and Fremont Road?
(Tax Impact 0.22 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend 2-4)
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Article #14
Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$85,000.00 (Eighty-Five Thousand Dollars) to be added to the Winter Road
Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund established in 2006 for the purpose of
sanding, salting, plowing and compensating workers for winter maintenance
ofroads in the Town of Chester?
(Tax Impact 0.16 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 6-1)
Article #15
Shall the Town of Chester vole to estabUsh a capital reserve fimd under the
provisions ofRSA 35:1 to be known as the Fremont Road Bridge Capital
Reserve Fund for the purpose of funding repairs and renovations to the
Fremont Road Bridge and raise and appropriate the sum of $20,000.00 from
taxation to be placed in this fund, and further raise and appropriate the
additional sum of $68,500 to be placed in this fund with said amount to
come from fimd balance (surplus) and not raised by additional taxation (the
amount of surplus is equivalent to the encumbered appropriations for the
Fremont Road Bridge made at the 2001 and 2005 town meeting) and further
appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend from this Fund?
(Tax Impact 0.04 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 6-0)
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Article #16
Shall the Town of Chester vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $9,400.00
for the purpose of maintenance and repairs to the Spring Hill Farm and
Buildings?
(Tax Impact 0.02 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend 2-5)
Article #17
Shall the Town of Chester vote to estabUsh a capital reserve fimd under the
provisions ofRSA 35:1 for the purpose of funding the acquisition of
equipment and vehicles to be known as the Equipment and Vehicles Capital
Reserve Fund and further raise and appropriate the sum of $60,045 to be
placed in this fimd and fiirther to appoint the Selectmen as agents to expend
this fund. (This sum represents the CIP recommended appropriation of
$16,545 for cruiser replacement at the police department, $17,500 for a
generator at the fire department and $26,000 for a rescue truck at the fire
department). (Majority vote required)
(Tax Impact 0.1 1 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 7-0)
Article #18
Shall the Town of Chester vote to establish a capital reserve fund under the
provisions ofRSA 35:1 for the purpose of renovating, upgradmg, improving
and adding on to town buildings to be known as the Building Improvement
and Maintenance Capital Reserve Fund and raise and appropriate the simi of
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$24,107 to be placed in this fund and to name the Selectmen as agents to
expend the fund. (This sum represents the CIP recommended appropriation
for a 3-bay garage at the police station). (Majority vote required)
(Tax Impact 0.05 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend 1-6)
Article #19
Shall the Town of Chester adopt the provisions ofRSA 31:95-c to restrict
100% ofthe revenue from highway block grants for highway expenditures.
Such revenues and expenditures shall be accounted for in a special revenue
fund to be known as the highway special revenue fund, separate from the
general fund. Any surplus in said fund shall not be deemed part ofthe
general fund accumulated surplus and shall be expended only after a vote of
the legislative body to appropriate a specific amount from said fimd for a
specific purpose related to the purpose ofthe fimd or source ofthe revenue.
(Majority vote required).
(Ifpassed, this will have no tax impact)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend 0-6)
Article #20
Shall the Town of Chester, if Article 19 is adopted, raise and appropriate the
sum of$108,834 for the purpose of improving, reconstructing, and paving
roadways in the Town of Chester. Said fimds to be withdrawn from the
special revenue fund established as the Highway Special Revenue Fund in
Article 19 above, which fimds are separate from the general fimd.
(Tax Impact 0.20 cents)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend 0-6)
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Article #21
To see ifthe people ofthe Town of Chester will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $17,400.00 and authorize the withdrawal and expenditure of
these funds from the Town Forest fund in accord with RSA 31:113. Said
Town Forest Fund was established in 1983 at Town Meeting. And further to
authorize the Conservation Commission as the agents to expend these funds
for the following purposes: to prepare and file the easement of the Hatton
Forest; to prepare a baseline monitoring report for the Hatton Forest; to
prepare a forest management plan for the Hatton Forest; to prepare and file a
conservation easement for the South Woods properties; to prepare a forest
management plan for the South Woods properties; to prepare a baseline
monitoring report for the South Woods properties; and to develop an
invasive species control plan for Herrick Woods, the Natural Area, and
Spring Hill Farm and to carry out invasive species control activities.
(Ifpassed, this will have no tax impact)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 4-2)
Article #22
Shall the Town of Chester vote to establish a special revenue fund pursuant
to RSA 3 1 :95c to be known as the Wason Pond Special Revenue Fund. The
money received from fees and charges for the use and activities as the
Wason Pond recreation area and facilities shall be allowed to accumulate
from year-to-year and shall not be considered to be part ofthe Town's
general fund unreserved fund balance. The Town freasurer shall have
custody of all monies in the fund and shall pay out the same only upon the
order ofthe Wason Pond Conservation & Recreation Area Commission and
after approval by the Board of Selectmen (no further town meeting approval
is required). These funds may be expended only for recreation and
conservation purposes, and no expenditure shall be made in such a way as to
require the expenditure of other town fimds which have not been
appropriated for that purpose.
(Ifpassed, this will have no tax impact)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Does Not Recommend 0-6)
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Article # 23
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate $5845.00 for the purpose of
providing public, educational, and governmental access television in the
Town of Chester. Said fiinds to be withdrawn from the Special Revenue
Fund established as the "PACT' Fund (Warrant Article 29, May 14, 2003),
separate from the General Fund.
(Ifpassed, this will have no tax impact)
(Selectmen Recommend)
(Budget Committee Recommends 7-0)
Article #24
Shall the Town of Chester vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a
lease of a portion of Town-owned land (Tax Lot 17-7) to Gary and Sharon
Welch of 17 Haverfiill Road, Chester, New Hampshire, 03036 for an area
approximately 60 feet by 60 feet along the edge of Tax Map Lot 17-6 on
such terms and conditions as the Selectmen determine are in the best interest
ofthe Town.
(Ifpassed, this will have no tax impact)
Article #25 - Submitted by Citizens Petition
Petition to rescind the adoption ofBudget Committee:
The individuals whose signatures appear below support a Warrant Article to
be placed on the Ballot for the Chester Town Meeting in May 2008 to
rescind the Warrant Article to adopt a Budget Committee and revert the
committee status back to that of an Advisory Board pursuant to RSA
32:14V. Ifpassed, this Article would take effect May 2009.
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Article #26 - Submitted by Citizens Petition
Petition to reduce the total number of seats on the Budget Committee:
In accordance with RSA 32:15 IV, the individuals whose signatures appear
below support a Warrant Article to be placed on the Ballot for the Chester
Town Meeting in May 2008 to reduce the total number ofmembers of the
Budget Committee to three (3).
Ifpassed, this Article would take effect May 2009. The first year the terms
would be staggered so one seat would be for 1 year, another for 2 years and
the third for 3 years. Subsequent terms would be 3 years for each seat.
Article #27 - Submitted by Citizens' Petition
To grant the following easement located at what is commonly referred to as
SpoUett's General Store, solely for the purposes of ingress and egress, to
Mary Gesel of said Town of Chester:
Beginning at a point on the southerly side of Haverhill Road N 49°06'24"E
14.26' fi-om an Iron Pipe found down 2", said point being the southwest
comer of the herein described easement, thence; N 49°06'24" and along the
southerly side of the before mentioned Haverfiill Road to a point S
49°06'24" W 212.72' fi-om a 1" iron pipe found, thence;
N 32°56'45" W 1 .33 to a point, thence;
S 57°15'45" W 18.60' to a point, thence;
S 32°15'36" E 4.00' to the point of beginning.
Said parcel being 49 square feet and being more fiilly shown as "easement
area" on a plan entitled "Easement Plan Prepared for & Land of Mary A.
Gesel & Town of Chester, 2 Haverhill Road, Chester N.H." dated June 7,
2007.
Article #28 - Submitted by Citizens Petition
To see if the Town will vote to approve the following resolution to be
forwarded to our State Representatives, our State Senator and our Governor:
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Resolved: We the cithjsas of Chester, New Hampshire, believe in a New
Hampshire that is just and fair. The property tax has become unjust and
un&ir. State leaders who take a pledge for no new taxes perpetuate higher
and higher property taxes. We call on our State Representatives, our State
Senator and our Governor to reject the "Pledge," have an open discussion
covering all options, and adopt a revenue system that lowers property taxes.
Article #29
To see if the town will vote to change an existing fiill time fire fighter
position to a fiiU time working Chief position by combining the fiill time
salary budget line item with tiie Chiefe stipend budget line item into one ftill
time salary budget line item.
(Ifpassed, this will have no tax impact)
Article #30







Mich^fel A. Welder, Chair










Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
General Government
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
General Government
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
General Government
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
General Government
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
General Government
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
General Government
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
Public Safety
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
Public Safety
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
Public Safety
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
Highways, Streets, and Sanitation
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Ecumbrances
Highways, Streets, and Sanitation
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Ecumbrances
Health and Welfare
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
Culture and Recreation
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
Culture and Recreation
Actual and Budgeted Expenses and Encumbrances
Conservation and Economic Development








Licenses, Permits, and Fees
Town of Chester
Anticipated Revenues






BUDGET OF THE TOWN
WITH A MUNICIPAL BUDGET COMMITTEE
CHESTER, NH
BUDGET FORM FORTOWNS WHICH HAVE ADOPTED
THE PROVISIOeiS OF RSA 32:14 THROUGH 32:24
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue for the Ensuing Year January 1,








Use this form to list the operating budget and all special and individual warrant articles in the appropriate
recommended and not recommended area. All proposed appropriations must be on this form.
2. Hold at least one public hearing on this budget.
3. When completed, a copy of the budget must be posted with the wan-ant Another copy must be
placed on file with the town clerk, and a copy sent to the Department of Revenue Administration
at the address below within 20 days after the meeting.
This form was posted with the warrant on (Date):_
BUDGET COMMITTEE
Ptease sign in ink.
J, fi^^tf^t^t
IT
THIS BUDGET SHALL BE POSTED WITH THE TOWN WARRANT
FOR DRA USE ONLY
-tfo-
NH DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION
MUNICIPAL SERVICES DIVISION










































BUDGET COMMITTEE SUPPLEMENTAL SCHEDULE
(For Calculating 10% Maximum Increase)
(RSA32:18, 19, & 32:21)
IVERSION #1 : Use if you have no Collective Bargaining Cost Items or RSA 32:21 Water Costs]
LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNIT: Chester FISCAL YEAR END 6/30/2009
1. Total RECOMMENDED by Budget Comm. (See Posted
Budget MS7, 27, or 37)
You Can Make The Difference For Chester!
A few hours of your time each month will help Chester to meet the needs ofthe future,
and preserve the integrity ofthe past. Each ofthe Boards listed below have positions
available by appointment by the Chester Board of Selectmen.










Public Access Community Television
I I Recreation Commission
I
I
Solid Waste & Recycling
1^^ I
Strategic Land Planning











• To promote the proper recognition, use and protection of the unique cultural and historic resources of
Chester
• To integrate preservation planning into a partnership with individuals, businesses, Town boards and
other appropriate groups.
• As stated in New Hampshire RSA 67:44 and referencing the Chester Master Plan, the Chester
Heritage Commission shall have advisory and review authority.
• The Heritage Commission will meet as needed to accomplish the above goals.
PLANNING BOARD RESPONSIBILITIES:
• To keep current on tjehalf of the Town of Chester
Master Plan, Capital Improvements Program (CIP), Ordinances and Regulations including but not
limited to Zoning, Subdivisions, Excavation, Site Plan Reviews, Driveways, Building Codes.
• To Review Plans for Compliance to those of the Town of Chester Ordinances/Regulations as they
pertain to Subdivisions, Site Plans, Excavation Plans
• To Leam and understand the Town's Ordinances/Regulations and the New Hampshire Revised
Statutes Annotated (RSA) and how they apply to plans that come before the Board.
• Participation in one other Town organization to provide a means of communication between the
Planning Board and that particular organization is encouraged.
• Planning Board meets on the 1^, 2"^, and 4* Wednesday of each month, at 7:30 PM in the meeting
room of the Town Office Building at 84 Chester Street.
PUBLIC ACCESS COMMUNITY TELEVISION:
• The Public Access Community Television Committee (PACT) exists to ensure that the Franchise
Agreement between the Town of Chester and Adelphia (now Comcast) Communications, effective
April 1, 2003 through March 30, 2013. operates without incident, and to manage the funds received
from Adelphia (now Comcast) as a result of this agreement
• The PACT committee meets as needed to review the needs presented to them by CTV-21, and
CETV-22.
• PACT members are also volunteers for either CT\/-21/20 (Public & Government Access TV), or
CETV-22 (Education TV). Volunteers for each may help to maintain the community calendars, help
produce live cablecasts of Town Meetings and events, and have access to use of Town owned
equipment to produce their own programming if desired.
• The PACT Commission meets as needed to discuss needs of either CTV-21/20 or CETV-22.
WASON POND CONSERVATION & RECREATION AREA COMMISSION RESPONSIBILITES:
• To oversee the preservation and management of the Wason Pond Conservation and Recreation
Area, to monitor current and future use in accordance with the easement (signed June 2005) that
forever preserves the 105-acre parcel as a quiet largely natural area where residents can recreate
and enjoy nature.
• TheWPCRA Commission meets on the 1 ^ Monday of each month at the Wason Pond Community
Center at 603 Raymond Road.
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
• To act in a "quasi-judictal' capacity by exercising its responsibilities under the New Hampshire Stat-
utes TITLE LXIV, RSA Chapters 672-677 and the Chester Zoning Ordinance.
• To conduct public hearings and to address appeals as they pertain to variances, special exceptions
and equitable waivers to the Chester Zoning Ordinances, acting as both the judge and jury in
deciding an appeal. We provide the training, the manuals and all the materials, all you provide is
some time
• Zoning Board of Adjustment meets on the 3"* Thursday of each month, at 7:30 PM in the meeting
room of the Town Office Building at 84 Chester Street.
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Town ofChester
Directory - Pg. 1 of 2
Ambulance, Fire, Police Emergency - Dial 911
Assessing Department 887-4045
M-F 9-3 PM













(see also "Great Hill")
Village Cemetery
No. Chester Cemetery
Raymond, Fremont Rd. & Others
Steve Child, Chair
Chester EUstorical Society






Mary Hamblett, Coordinator 437-3813











Directory -Pg. 2 of 2
Ambulance, Fire, Police Emergency - Dial 911
Library 887-3404
M. & W. 3-8 PM
Til «&Th. 10-8 PM










Police Dept Office: 887-2080
Dispatch: 887-3229













Patricia Martin, Admin. Asst.
email: chesterbos@gsinetaiet
Seniors - See "Chester Seniors"




Supervisors of the Checklist
Barbara Hatch, Chair 887-4344









Wed 6 PM-8 PM
Sat 7:00 AM-2:00 PM







Village Cemetery (see "Cemeteries")
Wason Pond Comm.
Baron Richardson 887-4979
Wason Pond Caretaker: 887-5773
Welfare 887-4979
Zoning Board of Adj. 887-4343
W&F 8:30-12:30 PM




Monday, May 26, 2008
Friday, July 4, 2008
Monday, September 1, 2008
Monday, October 13, 2008
Tuesday, November 11, 2008
Thursday, November 27, 2008
Friday, November 28, 2008
Thursday, December 25, 2008
Thursday, January 1, 2009
Monday, January 19, 2009










Martin Luther King, Jr. Civ. Rights Day
President's Day
Featured above are Historical Reenactments taking place in 1972
in Celebration ofthe Town ofChester's 250th Anniversary!
Top photograph: Tea Party in the Parlor ofthe Parsonage 1 744
(Left to right : Barbara Dolloff, Marion Hazelton. Midge Gould.
Edith Sullivan, Cy Clarkson, Cynthia Clarkson. and Arlene Delorey)
{Children seated on thefloor: Pam Gould. Bill Gould. Shayne Sullivan)
Bottom photograph : Webster's Tavern 1775
(Al Davis. Jack Towle. Dick Noyes, Dick Wiggin. Lindsey Rice.
Red Dolloff. John Caiman. Jack Pepper. CliffMillsaps, Doug Bovnton) J



